
 

 

County of Shenandoah 
DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING & ZONING 

600 N. Main Street, Suite 107 

WOODSTOCK, VA 22664 
www.shenandoahcountyva.us 

 

Water Resources Advisory Committee 

Meeting Agenda 
Board Conference Room 

Shenandoah County Government Center 

Woodstock, Virginia 

 

November 6th, 2019 

5:00 PM 
 

1. Welcome & Greetings 

2. Approve or Amendment of the November 6, 2019 meeting Agenda 

3. Approve or Amendment of the Draft Minutes from August 21, 2019 WRAC 

Meeting 

4. Updates: 

a. Stormwater Grant  

b. Seven Bends State Park 

5. Discussion: 

a. Groups: Development of a Covenant of Mutual Agreement and Logo 

b. Groups: How do we best engage? 

c. Groups: Shenandoah River Master Plan Study 

6. +/Δ 

7. Other Discussion 

8. Adjourn 

 



 

 

County of Shenandoah 
DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING & ZONING 

600 N. Main Street, Suite 107 

WOODSTOCK, VA 22664 
www.shenandoahcountyva.us 

 

Water Resources Advisory Committee 

Draft Minutes 
Board Conference Room 

Shenandoah County Government Center 

Woodstock, Virginia 

 

August 21, 2019 

5:00 PM 
 

Members Present: Gary Lantz, Vito Gentile, Joan Comanor, Rich Walker, David Brotman of the 

Friends of the North Fork, County Planner Tyler Hinkle, Reporter Max Thornberry 

Members Absent: Seth Coffman, Mike Ashley, Mary Gessner, Frank Cihlar, Pat Felling. 

 

The meeting opened with Chairman Lantz asking if the committee wanted to approve the 

August 21
st
, 2019 agenda as is, all agreed by saying aye.  

Chairman Lantz asked if the minutes for the March 20
th

, 2019 looked correct and if anyone 

wanted to make a motion to approve them. Joan Comanor made a motion for approval and Vito 

Gentile seconded, all said aye. 

David Brotman of the Friends of the North Fork introduced himself and discussed his travel 

from Camp Lupton, to California, and now back to the Shenandoah Valley. 

County Planner Tyler Hinkle provided the committee a section from the Chesapeake Bay 

WIP III TMDL on the Potomac River Watershed, which includes the Shenandoah River 

watershed. In addition, Tyler passed out a packet that summarized the entire report, with page 

number references to where the information could be found. It was stated that the Shenandoah 

River has gone up to a C- grade, which is an improvement. Joan Comanor asked if anything is 

being done in order to manage runoff from non-agricultural and more urban or suburban land. It 

was stated that the new TMDL pushes for more local activity. Tyler Hinkle pointed to Chapter 

11 which discusses the River Star Home program used on the James and another river in Virginia 

in order to promote best practices on residential land. Joan Comanor discussed their new cost 

share system which will be able to help landowners with implementing BMPs and stream 

exclusion practices.  

David Brotman made it clear that a large initiative of the WIP III was moving west of I-95 

and improving water quality in the western part of the watershed. Joan Comanor stated that we 

have the problem in our own backyard and this is a great opportunity for us to improve our water 

conditions. Vito Gentile asked what would the desired effect be on the watershed at the end of 



 

 

the process. Joan Comanor made clear that cleaning up the river would have many more benefits 

as the river affects many different individuals in the area. 

Chairman Lantz asked why Alum is an element that is being looked at for chicken litter. It 

was determined that it can be used in order to counteract ammonia. Supervisor Walker stated that 

hemp has been used in chicken litter issues as well. The group continued to have a long 

discussion of the potential, history of, and implementation of hemp production in the County. 

Tyler Hinkle gave an update on the Stormwater Grant, stating that once it went out to bid 

then work would begin at the County Government Building and Park. The credits cannot be used 

for the Sheriff’s Department, but will be able to be used for future developments or sold for 

funds. 

Tyler Hinkle discussed a meeting back in June that involved the issues revolving around 

access to the park. David Brotman stated that there were over 300 vehicles on Memorial Day 

weekend that visited the park, even though it was not open. Tyler stated that the County is 

beginning work on looking at other sites so they can be ahead of the game and ensure that there 

are not issues with access to new locations, or redeveloping informal sites. Vito Gentile asked 

who was advertising for people to come down to the unopened park, it was made clear that there 

are places online that recognize it as an existing park. Tyler said that this issue of mass amounts 

of people coming to the River in order to access it is something seen throughout the County. 

David stated that the ribbon cutting will be October 15
th

, but the festival opening celebration will 

occur in the spring of 2020. Vito stated that there are issues that arise from inviting individuals to 

places without the proper road infrastructure and could lead to unhappy locals. Vito pointed to 

the Comprehensive Plan and wanting VDOT to step in to develop better access roads. Vito asked 

if there were any parts of the River that are impaired and David assured Vito that no parts of the 

North Fork are impaired anymore.  

Tyler Hinkle informed the group that the next meeting will be on November 6
th

. Chairman 

Lantz adjourned the meeting at 6:45. 
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