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Shenandoah County features many cultural topographies adding to its picturesque landscape and beauty throughout 
the 512 square miles of land. The image depicted on the cover is the Burnshire Dam. Although its size does not 
compare to America’s most impressive dams, it does stand twelve feet tall and its history dates back to 1873 when it 
was turned into a power producing, hydroelectric dam that lit the streets of Woodstock beginning in 1903.  In 1921, it 
brought electricity to the entire town of Woodstock and continued to do so with the help of a diesel generator.  The 
production boomed during World War II, but was shut down in 1956 when it was bought by Vepco, now known as 
Dominion Energy. Much of the research about the dam has been misfiled or lost and little other history is known.  
However, it is known, today, under yet another private ownership, the dam is once again providing power to some 
citizens in Shenandoah County. 

Photo Credit:  Jered Hoover, Director Shenandoah County Parks and Recreation 
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