
 

 

 

 

 

Minutes of the Citizens Advisory Committee May 23, 2018 Meeting 
Board Conference Room 

Shenandoah County Government Center 

600 North Main Street 

Woodstock, Virginia 22664 

When: May 23, 2018 at 5 PM  

 

Members Present:  Vito Gentile (Chair), Dee Hockman, John Adamson, Russ Adams, Tony Durso, Seth 

Coffman, Katie Freakley, and Mike Liskey 

 

Members Absent:  Stephen Curtis and Kevin Rooney 

 

Interested Citizens Present:  Peggy Boston and Clarence Shubert 

 

County Staff Present:  Jill Jefferson, County Planner and Jenna French, Director of Tourism and 

Economic Development. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. 

 

Approval of Minutes:  The draft minutes of the CAC meeting of April 25th were reviewed.  Several 

corrections were discussed.  John Adamson moved, seconded by Seth Coffman, that the corrections be 

made.  Motion passed unanimously.  Seth suggested that future minutes also list committee members who 

are absent.  The committee agreed. 

 

Economic Development Vision Statement:  A statement incorporating language submitted at the April 

meeting by John Adamson and Tony Durso was reviewed.  Several changes were made, and the final 

language was agreed upon as follows: 

 

Economic Development Vision Statement 

 
Multiple work sessions were held by the Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) and the economic 

development director to capture the economic development vision of the county and to provide a 

framework in the Comprehensive Plan for future economic programmatic development. 

 

By 2030, Shenandoah County will consist of a population mix of citizens educated at high school, trade 

school, college and post-graduate levels who will be engaged in technology, manufacturing, agriculture, 

small business, tourism and economic innovation in a rural, historic, environmentally conscious area of 

the Commonwealth attracting, encouraging and balancing population growth with ever improving 

educational, recreational and governmental service. 

 

Economic development in Shenandoah County is based upon the following principles: 

 Encouragement of agriculture and related businesses 

 Active promotion of tourism based upon scenic, historic and recreational assets 
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 Providing educational, vocational, and preparedness training consistent with local career 

opportunities and beyond 

 Recognition of existing businesses as key drivers of economic growth 

 Encouraging the establishment of small to moderate scale businesses and industries in appropriate 

locations 

 Encouraging entrepreneurship with incentives and a responsible regulatory climate 

 

 

Status of Chapter Four:  Vito described to the committee how work to revise/update this chapter has 

evolved.  Beginning in April of 2017, revision of the chapter began.  Initially work was focused on 

updating the chapter, but in September or October of 2017, it was decided that economic development 

would also be included in the chapter.  Vito stated that with many new committee members, an 

opportunity for a complete rewrite of the current chapter may exist.  An opportunity providing the chance 

to create a chapter that looks to the future and that will guide the County in its economic development. 

Vito gave the example of how the revised Transportation Chapter (chapter 8) is such a guide and is 

actually a plan.   

 

A draft outline for this forward thinking approach was handed out and is appended to these minutes.  

However, Vito stressed that this outline was only a beginning and it too will change as work progresses if 

the CAC chooses this approach. 

 

Much discussion followed.  It was suggested that input from County citizens could be included to help 

create a chapter that is a ‘plan’ rather than a compilation of facts.  Citizen input would also create a level 

of accountability to see that the plan is implemented.  There was also discussion about a total rewrite of 

the Comprehensive Plan.  Pros and cons of this endeavor were discussed.  It was thought that since the 

current plan took about four years to develop and adopt, work should continue on Chapter Four. 

 

Vito asked the committee if they wished to follow the new path as outlined in the handout, and create a 

chapter that will serve as a useful planning tool to the County.  Everyone agreed that we should.  A work 

session with the Planning Commission and Board of Supervisors will be scheduled later this year to 

review the new Chapter Four and see if it is heading in the right direction. 

 

Review of Minutes from Board of Supervisor Meetings:  Minutes from September 12, 2017 through 

February 1, 2018 were reviewed.  No actions taken by the Board were contrary to the comprehensive 

plan. 

 

Next meeting:  The next meeting will be on June 27th at 5:00 p.m. in the BOS conference room (behind 

the public meeting room) 

 
        

The meeting adjourned at 6:55 p.m. 

 

Minutes prepared by Mike Liskey. 

 

 

 

 

 


