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Members Present:  Blake Phillips, Joe Lehnen, Dee Hockman, Alex McCallum, Mike Liskey, John 

Adamson, Vito Gentile (Chair), and Jill Jefferson (Shenandoah County Planning) 
Others Present:      Bradley Polk (Community Development Office) and Jenna French (Tourism) 
 
The meeting was called to order at 5:01PM. 
 
The minutes from the February 22, 2017 C.A.C. meeting were reviewed. A correction was made to the 
first sentence of the Annual Report section of the minutes to read: “The annual report of CAC review of 
county actions…”  
 
Vito stated that Gary Lantz, Shenandoah County Planning Commission, thanked the CAC for the 
formulation and presentation of their annual report.  Many thanks to all committee members for their 
input, especially Jill Jefferson who worked tirelessly formulating the final report. The minutes were 
unanimously adopted as amended. 
 
In preparation for the Economic chapter update of the approved Comprehensive Plan, two speakers 
were provided their department programs, as noted below. 
 
Bradley Polk Community Development Presentation 
 
Bradley reviewed a report he presented to the Board of Supervisors which included a request for a much 
needed Economic Development Director.  Bradley later learned that during the budgeting process the 
Board decided not to fill this position at this time. 
 
Bradley also provided the CAC with the four focus steps he has recommended to the Shenandoah 
County Board of Supervisors: 

- Economic Gardening: focus on & nurture existing companies 
- Focus on the Landscape:  tourism & agro-tourism 
- Partnership with Education:  community college and Shenandoah County’s K-12 
- Transition the IDA to an EDA with participation from the towns 



 

 

 
Bradley also reported that the county landed three Governor’s Agriculture-Forestry- 
Industry-Development (AFID) grants.  Recipients of the grants are: 

-  Fillibuster Distillery (Maurertown) 
-  Andros (Mt. Jackson) 
-  Rt. 11 Chips (Mt. Jackson) 

 
Jenna French, Tourism Presentation 
 
Jenna provided the CAC with a report of the economic impact of tourism and also some of the recent 
accomplishments. She recommended bike paths be woven into the future Comprehensive Plan to help 
with increased tourism. She said “biking is the new golf” and having safe bike paths in the county allows 
visitors to see our beauty. 
 
Following are some of the 2015 economic impact figures for tourism in Shenandoah County:  

-  1.8% increase in tourism revenue for 2015 
-  Shenandoah County was #1 in the Shenandoah Valley for tourism revenue 
-  There were 1732 tourism related jobs in 2015, a 2.2% increase over 2014 

 
Jenna stated that Shenandoah County is a participating member of the Shenandoah Valley 
Tourism Partnership, a consortium that helps to market tourism opportunities throughout the 
Shenandoah Valley. 
 
Shenandoah County’s new tourism ad slogan: “This is Our Rush Hour” 
 
Farm to Fork program had an initial gathering and was highly successful. 
 
Based upon Jill’s input, and Vito’s concurrence, the CAC has decided upon a revised schedule where they 
will next work on revising Chapter-4 (Economy) & Chapter-7 (Facilities). The revision on the Housing 
chapter will be delayed until 2018.   
   
The meeting adjourned @ 7:07 PM. 
 
The next CAC meeting will be:  Wednesday April 26, 2017 at 5 PM 
 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
Joe Lehnen 
Mtg. Recorder 
 
 
 
      
 
  


