
 

MINUTES OF PUBLIC HEARING OF 

THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

April 4, 2019 

 

  

The Shenandoah County Board of Supervisors held Public Hearings on Thursday, April 4, 2019 

at 7:00 p.m. at Peter Muhlenberg Middle School, 1231 Susan Avenue, Woodstock,   The 

following members of the Board of Supervisors were present:   Chairman Conrad A. Helsley, 

Vice Chairman Dick Neese, Karl Roulston, Steve Baker, Dennis Morris and Richard Walker.   

Others present included County Administrator Evan Vass, Director of Finance Angie 

Schellhammer and Deputy Clerk Chris Sherman.      

 

A moment of silence was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.   

 

Chairman Helsley invited citizens to comment for the following five public hearings:   

   

1. The purpose of the hearing is to hear public comment pursuant to Title 15.2, Chapter 

25 of the Code of Virginia, as amended regarding the proposed Stoney Creek Sanitary 

District Budget for the Fiscal Year 2020 beginning July 1, 2019 and ending on June 

30, 2020.  The budget is for informative and fiscal planning purposes only and 

includes expenditures totaling $1,879,347.  

The ad valorem tax rate for Real Estate is $0.17 per $100 Assessed Valuation.  

Hearing no comments, this public hearing was closed at 7:05 p.m. 

 

2. The purpose of the hearing is to hear public comment pursuant to Title 15.2, Chapter 

25 of the Code of Virginia, as amended regarding the proposed Toms 

Brook/Maurertown Sanitary District Budget for the Fiscal Year 2020 beginning July 

1, 2019 and ending on June 30, 2020.  The budget is for informative and fiscal 

planning purposes only and includes expenditures totaling $1,068,947.               

The ad valorem tax rate for Real Estate is $0.04 per $100 Assessed Valuation. 

Hearing no comments, this public hearing was closed at 7:07 p.m. 

 

3. The purpose of the hearing is to hear public comment pursuant to Title 15.2 Chapter 

25 of the Code of Virginia, as amended regarding the proposed North Fork Waste 

Water Treatment Plant for the Fiscal Year 2020 beginning July 1, 2019 and ending on 

June 30, 2020.  The budget is for informative and fiscal planning purposes only and 

includes expenditures totaling $221,720.    

Hearing no comments, this public hearing was closed at 7:09 p.m.             

 

4. The purpose of the hearing is to hear public comment pursuant to Title 15.2 Chapter 

25 of the Code of Virginia, as amended regarding the proposed Shenandoah County 

Landfill fund for the Fiscal Year 2020 beginning July 1, 2019 and ending on June 30, 

2020.  The budget is for informative and fiscal planning purposes only and includes 

expenditures totaling $2,878,233. 

Hearing no comments, this public hearing was closed at 7:11 p.m. 

 



 

5. The purpose of the hearing is to hear public comment pursuant to Title 58.1-3007 of 

the Code of Virginia as amended, on the proposed property tax rates for the Calendar 

Year 2019.  Be advised that subsequent to the public hearing the Board may adopt 

rates equal to or lower than the rates as proposed but shall not adopt rates higher than 

those proposed without proper notice and opportunity for public comment.  The 

property tax rates for Calendar Year 2019 as proposed are as follows: 

 

      Real Property, including mobile homes $ 0.64 

      Personal Property, non-farm   $ 3.90    

      Personal Property, business   $ 3.15  

   Machinery and Tools    $ 3.15     

      Merchants’ Capital    $ 0.60     

 

AND to hear public comment pursuant to Title 15.2, Chapter 25 and Title 22.1 

Chapter 8 of the Code of Virginia as amended, on the proposed General Fund Budget 

for Fiscal Year 2019 beginning July 1, 2019 and ending on June 30, 2020.  The 

proposed General Fund Budget is for informative and fiscal planning purposes only 

and includes departmental expenditures totaling $71,458,171.                      

 

AND to hear public comment pursuant to Section 15.2-1427(f) of the Code of                

Virginia, as amended, to adopt an ordinance which implements the Fiscal Year 2019-

2020 budget by (i) formally adopting the budget and (ii) appropriating the funds 

budgeted for expenditure.  

 

The following comments were received: 

 

1. Karen Whetzel of 9424 Shenandoah Drive, New Market spoke as Chairman of the School 

Board and thanked the board for their service and requested fully funding the school 

division’s requests.    

2. Cindy Walsh of 211 Manor Drive, Edinburg spoke as a parent of three children in the school 

system as well a District 3 Board Member.  She thanked the board for supporting school 

projects and keeping employee salaries competitive.   

3. Robert Clark of 967 Fairview Circle, Woodstock expressed concern with a transparent 

budget and asked the board to consider a meals tax referendum.  

4. Sylvia Tickle Rupe, address unknown introduced herself as the Theatre Teacher at Central 

High School and asked the board to continue supporting the theatre program.    

5. Sarona Irvin, Clerk of Circuit Court requested the board convert a part-time staff member to 

a full-time staff member and requested additional compensation to her existing employees.   

6. Dan Walsh of 211 Manor Drive, Edinburg and President of the Parents Alliance for Stronger 

Schools (PASS) spoke in support of school funding and thanked the board for showing 

respect to the School Division.    

7. Curt Hoover of 2331 Buckhill Road, Mt. Jackson asked the board to fully fund the school 

division’s requests.  He added that the success of the school division is important to students 

and the community in general as outsiders looking to invest in this county will consider the 

rankings of our school system.     

 



 

8. Jeff Rudy, President of Shenandoah County Education Association said he was pleased to 

see the budget making strides.   

9. Heather Ashley of 505 W. Locust St, Woodstock asked the board to please support Dr. 

Johnston’s budget requests.  

10. Katie Freakley of 133 W. North Street, Woodstock thanked the board for recognizing the 

importance of school teachers.  She asked that they please support the long term school 

facilities plans and the Fire and Rescue Retention position.    

11. Nick Rhoades of 262 E. King Street, Strasburg said that he supports the school system as a 

Math teacher and member of the SCEA and asked the board to consider the budget carefully 

and diligently.  

12. Daniel Feldbusch of 175 S. Holiday Street, Strasburg said that he chose Shenandoah County 

as the community he wanted his children to grow up in.  He asked the board to fully fund the 

budget to help enhance the upcoming school year.   

13. Michelle Manning of 833 Ox Road, Woodstock and District 4 School Board member said 

that she appreciates this board’s attitude toward school requests.   

14. Mark Johnston of 693 MiniWaters, Fort Valley spoke as School Superintendent said that 

teacher turnover is lower than last year and he is proud to announce that all of the schools 

are fully accredited.  He thanked the board for their efforts to fully fund school requests.   

15. Abby W.  French of 203 S. Church Street, Woodstock said she has already seen real change 

due to Board of Supervisor’s recent decisions as they relate to support of the school system.   

 

Hearing no additional comments, this public hearing was closed at 7:35.  

  

       Chairman Helsley said a special board meeting to adopt the FY2020 budget and establish a 

tax rate is scheduled for April 16, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. in the board room.   

  

    

        With no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:36 p.m.             

 

                                                                                                 **** 

________________________ 

Conrad A. Helsley, Chairman 

ATTEST:  __________________________ 

      Evan Vass, Clerk of the Board 

 

 

  

 


