Boards and Commissions
Shenandoah County
Board of Supervisors

A Community Guide




The Shenandoah County Board of Supervisors regu-
larly makes appointments to a wide variety of advi-
sory boards, commissions, civic organizations and
non-profit services providers. These organizations
have some affiliation, mission and/or objective
which concerns the people, environment, quality of
life or economy of Shenandoah County. Most of the
appointments made to these boards and commis-
sions are citizen volunteers who give of their time
and energy to promote the greater Shenandoah
County community. If you are interested in learning
more or serving on any of the outlined boards and
commissions feel free to contact the Office of the
County Administrator at (540) 459-6165 or any
member of the Board of Supervisors (BOS). The
Jollowing guide is intended to be a brief summary of
the organization, its advisory board and length of
term. For specific details or questions please con-
tact the Office of the County Administrator.



Agriculture and Forestal Advisory Committee

The Agriculture and Forestal district is a special
zoning district established by state law and adopted
by the Shenandoah County Board of Supervisors,
Subsequent to the adoption of the zoning district the
BOS is required by state law §15.2-4304 to appoint
an oversight committee to advise the Planning
Commission and the BOS in creating, reviewing,
modifying, continuing or terminating districts.

The Committee is comprised of four (4) citizen rep-
resentatives who are engaged in agricultural and
forestal production, four (4) land owners within the
County, the Commissioner of the Revenue and a
member of the Board of Supervisors.

The Committee membership serves at the pleasure
of the Board of Supervisors. There are no term
lengths or limits established.




Board of Building Code Appeals

The Commonwealth of Virginia requires any unit of
local government which has established and
adopted a uniform set of building codes, and to ap-
point a Board of Building Code Appeals. The Shen-
andoah County Code specifies that the Board of
Building Code Appeals shall consist of members
who have the ability to render fair and competent
decisions regarding the application of the building
code and shall have some representation, whether
occupational or professional, in the fields associated
with construction, repair and the maintenance of
buildings. At least one member shall be an experi-
enced builder. In addition, when possible at least
one member shall be a licensed engineer or archi-
tect.

Members are appointed to five (5) year terms with
no term limits.




Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA)

The Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA) is a quasi-
judicial board appointed by the local Circuit Court
based on recommendation of appointments by the
Board of Supervisors. Any locality which has es-
tablished a zoning ordinance is required to establish
a local BZA. The BZA is charged with hearing and
ruling on appeals of the local zoning administrator’s
interpretation and application of the zoning ordi-
nance. In addition, the BZA may, rule and authorize
a variance, to the established zoning ordinance. The
BZA’s authority and discretion is outlined in Vir-
ginia State Code section 15.2-2308 and 15.2 2309.

The BZA is made up of five (5) members. Appoint-
ments are for five (5) year terms with no term lim-
its.
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Cedar Creek/Belle Grove National Historical
Park Advisory Commission

This 16 member advisory group is comprised of a
variety of stakeholders including local government,
landowners, the Cedar Creek Foundation, Belle
Grove Inc., the National Trust for Historic Preserva-
tion, the Shenandoah Valley Battlefields Foundation
and ex-officio members from both the National Park
Service and National Forest Service. In addition,
there are two (2) at large members recommended by
the Shenandoah County BOS to represent Shenan-
doah County with final approval from the U.S. De-
partment of Interior.

There are no term lengths and no term limits estab-
lished.




Community Policy and Management Team
(CPMT)

CPMT is the advisory board which helps distribute services
through the Comprehensive Services Act (CSA). When en-
acted the CSA attempted to coordinate various state and lo-
cal agencies who provide a myriad of services and care to at
risk youth. Youth are considered “at risk” when there is a
possibility that due to behavior, condition or family situation
that they will be removed from the home, school and/or
community and into institutional care. Contributing factors
to at risk youth include, but are not limited to emotional,
mental, behavioral and criminal justice issues.

Per state code § 2.2-5205: The community policy and man-
agement team to be appointed by the local governing body
shall include, at a minimum, at least one elected official or
appointed official or his designee from the governing body
of a locality that is a member of the team, and the local
agency heads or their designees of the following community
agencies: community services board, juvenile court services
unit, department of health, department of social services,
and the local school division. CPMT is charged with provid-
ing policy oversight to the expenditure and use of CSA
funds. CSA funds are derived from state, federal and local
sources.

There are no term lengths and no term limits established.



Conservation Easement Authority

The Conservation Easement Authority is established
in Chapter 82 of the Code of Shenandoah County
through state enabling legislation. The purpose of
the conservation easement program is to further the
goals of the County’s Comprehensive Plan and pro-
vide a means to assist County landowners in pro-
tecting and preserving farm and forest land, open
space, scenic vistas, historic sites, water resources
and environmentally sensitive lands as well as the
County’s rural character. The easement program
provides for a means for the county to acquire vol-
untary conservation easements either through dona-
tion or through purchase if funding is available.

The Authority is comprised of seven (7) members to
include at least one (1) member of the Board of Su-
pervisors and at least one (1) member of the Plan-
ning Commission and five (5) citizen representa-
tives.

Members serve a four (4) year
term with no term limits.




Citizens Advisory Committee on the Comprehensive
Plan

This committee was established by the Board of Supervi-
sors in 2006. The committee is charged with reviewing
the County’s Comprehensive Plan on a recurring basis
and to propose updates and revisions to the plan based on
the Committee’s recommendation. The Committee annu-
ally reviews County actions and compare them with the
stated goals, objectives, strategies and implementation
actions outlined in the County’s Comprehensive Plan.
The report is provided to the Planning Commission.

The Committee may consist of 8 to 14 members: the
chairperson of the Planning Commission, or their desig-
nee, and the Director of Community Development, or his
designee, who will serve as permanent members, and a
maximum of two citizens, but not less than one, from
each electoral district. District Supervisors will recom-
mend citizens from their respective districts to serve on
the Committee. All appointed members of the Commit-
tee shall serve at the pleasure of the Board of Supervisors
and may be removed by the Board at any time. The
chairperson will be elected by the committee at largest.

Appointments are for a four (4) year term with no term
limits.



County Farm Advisory Board

The County Farm Advi-
sory Board was devel-
oped as an ad hoc advi-
sory board in 2009 to
provide guidance to staff,
specifically the VT ag extension office, on agricultural
best management practices as they relate to use of the
county farm property. The advisory board meets on a
as needed basis. There are no term lengths and no
term limits established.

Department of Social Services Advisory Board

The advisory board monitors a variety of activities as-
sociated with the delivery of social services within
Shenandoah County. The advisory board oversees the
appointment of the local department director. The
Board establishes, reviews and revises local policy de-
cisions related to social service delivery. It prepares,
in consultation with the Director, the annual budget
and reports to local and state government.

Board members are appointed to four (4) year terms
and are limited to two (2) term limit.
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Industrial Development Authority (IDA)

The Shenandoah County Industrial Development
Authority is established through state law §15.2-
4901. Across Virginia IDA’s are tasked with util-
izing various means and methods to induce manu-
facturing, industrial, governmental, nonprofit and
commercial enterprises and institutions of higher
learning to locate, or remain within the locality.
IDA’s can issue debt, acquire property, dispose of
property and construct infrastructure to promote
economic and industrial development.

The Shenandoah County IDA is comprised of
seven (7) members, six (6) from each electoral
district and one “at large” member.

Board members are appointed to four (4) year
terms with no term limits,




Lord Fairfax Community College Board

Lord Fairfax Community College has an advisory
board made up of community representatives
from the counties of Clarke, Fauquier, Frederick,
Page, Rappahannock, Shenandoah and Warren
and the City of Winchester. The Board provides
the College’s administration with a variety of pol-
icy direction on various facets of the institution.
Shenandoah County appoints two (2) community
representatives.

Board members are appointed to four (4) year
terms and are limited to two (2) terms.
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Lord Fairfax EMS Council

The Lord Fairfax EMS Council is a regional entity
which attempts to bring together various individuals,
agencies and units of government who provide for
community health through emergency medical ser-
vices. The agency attempts to coordinate EMS ser-
vices and provide coordination within the service area
represented.

The Lord Fairfax EMS council includes the City of
Winchester and the counties of Clarke, Frederick,
Page, Shenandoah and Warren. The Board of Direc-
tors, known as the Council Board has up to 23 mem-
bers including three (3) each from each local unit of
government. Each member serves a three (3) year
term and can serve up to three (3) consecutive terms.
Each locality (i.e. city and counties) will be repre-
sented by at least one volunteer and one career EMS
provider.

Board members are appointed to three (3) years terms
and are limited to three (3) consecutive terms.




Northern Shenandoah Valley Regional Commission
{(NSVRCO)

In the 1970’s the Commonwealth of Virginia created re-
gional planning districts to facilitate local government
cooperation and state-local cooperation in addressing
planning and service delivery needs on a regional basis.
Shenandoah County along with Page, Warren, Clarke,
Frederick counties, the City of Winchester and all the
incorporated towns within those jurisdictions are mem-
bers of the NSVRC. Examples of projects and initia-
tives undertaken by the Commission include but are not
limited to: hazard mitigation planning, water resource
planning, solid waste and air quality planning, transpor-
tation planning as well as grant writing.

Membership on the Commission is based on population
of the jurisdiction represented. Shenandoah County is
represented by two elected representatives (members of
the Board of Supervisors) and two non elected repre-
sentatives.

Terms for elected representatives is concurrent with

their term on the BOS. Terms for non :
elected county representatives is four NSVRC

(4) years with no term limits. WATHERY N1 SN 50D
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Northwestern Community Services Board (CSB)
Board

Community Service Boards within the Common-
wealth of Virginia establish, maintain, promote and
develop programs, initiatives, facilities which address
the needs of citizens with mental, emotional and be-
havioral health, retardation, developmental and sub-
stance abuse issues within the community. Examples
include, but are not limited to emergency mental
health services, case management, impatient care, out-
patient care, residential care, and day support. CSB’s
provide a continuum of care and act as single point of
entry to gain access to care for those in need.

Community Services Boards are established through-
out the Commonwealth of Virginia. Many are re-
gional in nature representing and serving multiple cit-
ies and counties. The Northwestern Community Ser-
vices Board provide related services to the City of
Winchester and the counties of Clarke, Frederick,
Page, Shenandoah and Warren.

Shenandoah County has three (3) members on the
Northwestern CSB’s policy and advisory board.
Terms are for three (3) years with no term limits.
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Old Dominion ASAP (Alcohol Safety Action
Program)

ASAP is a state program designed to provide edu-
cation, intervention, monitoring of those with al-
cohol abuse issue. Programs include but are not
limited to: ignition interlock monitoring, enroll-
ment, assessment and monitoring of first time and
habitual DUI offenders, alcohol/drug education,
outpatient treatment for alcohol and drug abuse.

The Old Dominion ASAP regional area includes
the counties of Clarke, Frederick, Page, Shenan-
doah and Warren s and the City of Winchester.

Shenandoah County has one citizen representa-
tive on the policy board.

Terms are for three (3) years with no term limits.
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Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee

The Parks and Recreation Ad- Shenandoah County

visory Committee was estab-
lished to advise the Board of

)
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Supervisors, County Admini- P
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stration and the Parks and Parks und Recreation
Recreation Department on polices, programs, per-
sonnel, financing, acquisition and disposal of
property related to recreation and or the long
range planning for recreation needs in Shenan-
doah County.

The Advisory Committee is comprised of (14)
members. There are two members from each vot-
ing district, and one member from the incorpo-
rated town based on a recommendation, with a
concurrence vote, from the governing body of the
town. One (1) member from the Board of Super-
visors, one (1) member of the school board.

Terms are for three (3) years with no term limits.
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Planning Commission

ﬁ- ‘= The Shenandoah County Planning

23 » Commission is established

- { through enabling state code legis-
/ / lation; specifically 15.2-2210 and
15.2-2200. The Planning Com-
mission is charged with promot-
ing the orderly development of the locality and its
environs by advising the local governing body
(the BOS) and administrative staff on a variety of
laws, regulations and policy issues associated
with land use within the County.

The Planning Commission is comprised of seven
(7) voting members. Membership is divided to
represent the six voting districts within Shenan-
doah County. In addition, a member of the Board
of Supervisors serves as a voting member of the
Planning Commission. The Director of Commu-
nity Development, serves as a non-voting mem-
ber.

Terms are for four (4) years with no term limits.
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Shenandoah Area Agency on Aging (SAAA)

SAAA is a non-profit organi- ,,—

zation representing, advocat- SHenan d@h
ing and promoting senior ~ Area Agency on Aging
citizens in the northern Shenandoah Valley within
Planning District #7. SAAA service area includes
the counties of Clarke, Frederick, Page, Shenan-
doah, Warren and the City of Winchester. Services
include, but are not limited to: the Meals on Wheels
program, community senior centers, in-home health
care and transportation for the elderly.

The SAAA Board of Directors is comprised of 20
members representing the aforementioned jurisdic-
tions. The SAAA Board of Directors is responsible
for, but not limited to, the following: appointment
of an Executive Director of the agency, policy direc-
tion and advocacy, budget formulation and fundrais-
ing.

The Shenandoah County BOS appoints three (3)
representatives to the SAAA advisory. Members
serve four (4) year terms and are limited to two (2)
appointment/reappointments.
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Shenandoah County Library Board of Trustees

e, The Shenandoah County Library
Q? system is an independent political
. "‘“Eh-. subdivision of the Commonwealth
of Virginia. It is governed by a

Board of Trustees under the laws of
the Commonwealth of Virginia.

The Shenandoah County Library System consists of
the main branch of the library located in Edinburg
and a branch serving Orkney Springs/Basye. In ad-
dition, the library system includes independent
community based libraries located in New Market,
Mount Jackson, Fort Valley and Strasburg.

The Board of Trustees is appointed by the Shenan-
doah County Board of Supervisors. The Board of
trustees consists of between 9-13 members with an
attempt to represent all communities and libraries
within Shenandoah County. Board members serve
four (4) year terms and are limited to two (2) con-
secutive terms. A member of the Board of Supervi-
sors serves as an ex officio member of the Library
Board.
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Shenandoah Valley Partnership

The Shenandoah Valley is a public and private
partnership which provides marketing and busi-
ness assistance to the central Shenandoah Valley.
The regional approach works to enhance coopera-
tion with business, government and educational
leaders to provide new investment and strengthen
existing businesses. The partnership includes the
counties of Augusta, Bath, Highland, Page, Rock-
bridge, Rockingham and Shenandoah as well as
the cities of Buena Vista, Lexington, Harrison-
burg, Staunton and Waynesboro.

Shenandoah County is represented by one ap-
pointed government representative and one indus-

try/business representative.

Terms are for two (2) years with no term limits.

Shenandoah
Valley

PARTHERSHIP
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Tourism Council

The Tourism Council is an
d) fenarndoass advisory board appointed
/) by the Board of Supervi-
R sors. The objective of the
Tourism Council is to pro-
mote and market tourism within Shenandoah
County with the primary objective of increasing
tourism employment opportunities within Shen-
andoah County.

The Council is made of up thirteen (13) members
representing the following: a representative from
each of the five towns (Strasburg, Woodstock,
Edinburg, Mt. Jackson and New Market), a repre-
sentative each from the hotel, restaurant and at-
tractions industries, a representative from the
Bryce Mountain area, planning commission, agri-
tourism, at-large Shenandoah County representa-
tive with a background/interest in tourism and a
member of the Board of Supervisors.

Terms are three (3) years with no term limits.
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Water Resources Advisory Committee

(WRAC)

Established in the late 1990’s WRAC is chartered
by and reports to the Shenandoah County Board
of Supervisors. Its purpose is to inventory and
study the water resources of the County and pro-
vide recommendations to the Board of Supervi-
sors concerning those resources, including both
water quantity as well as quality.

WRAC is comprised of 12 individuals represent-
ing different constituencies, interests and disci-
plines within the County. They include the BOS,
planning commission, agriculture, education, in-
dustry, environmental community, public utilities
(water/sewer).

There are no term lengths and no term limits es-
tablished.
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