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Shenandoah County 

Agricultural & Forestal District Committee 

Board Conference Room 
Shenandoah County Government Center 

Woodstock, Virginia 
Meeting Minutes 

Monday December 11, 2017 
5:00 – 6:30 PM 

 
Members Present:    Steve Baker Kathy Black 

             Philip Bowman Bobby Clark 

             Joan Comanor Pieter Greeff 

             Joyce Hall   

Members Absent:      David Zirkle 

Others Present:         Jill Jefferson, Staff 

The meeting was called to order at 5:12 PM 

1. Amendment of Agenda 

Mr. Bowman referenced an application received this day (12/11/17) and requested the 

committee include this application in the meeting. The committee agreed and reviewed the 

application for Mr. Chris Wilkins to enroll his 46 acres into the New Market Ag & Forestal District 

(AFD) for the remainder of the term. It was noted the AFD term expires June 2019; however, Mr. 

Wilkins requested action to consider to join in 2018.  

Kathy Black made a motion to approve recommendation of the addition of Mr. Wilkins’ parcel to 

the New Market AFD to bring jointly to the Planning Commission and Board of Supervisors for 

consideration of adoption. The motion was seconded by Joan Comanor. There was no discussion 

and all in favor. Motion carried. 

2. Approval of Minutes 
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A motion was made by Bobby Clark to adopt the February 13, 2017 meeting minutes, as 

presented. Motion seconded by Joyce Hall and all in favor. Motion carried. 

3. Presentation of districts for renewal in 2018 

Jill Jefferson provided the following summary of the AFDs being considered for renewal. 

Currently, the overall net change in acreage from 2008 for the 3 districts is a loss of 1.8 acres. Jill 

mailed over 1,000 letters and applications to the owners and adjoining landowners in June 2017 

and held two public meetings in August to solicit interest. Applications will continue to be 

accepted.  Staff mentioned two large land holdings in Toms Brook were not renewed because 

the owner is pursuing a conservation easement. Once the easement is in place, those two 

landowners indicated an interest to join again to the district. (Note: table reflects applications as 

of 12/13/17.) 

 

The committee discussed the option of 5 year terms and acknowledged the burden would be 

extensive on staff to have 5 year terms in addition to 10 year terms for each district. Pieter 

Greeff recommended the committee consider offering 5 year terms to owners already enrolled 

with 100+ or 150+ acres. Discussions were tabled for future consideration. 

Jill Jefferson mentioned receiving calls after the mailing of renewal notices where several owners 

were unaware they were in an Ag & Forestal District. Many of these were 3 acre parcels with 

homes built about 7 years ago. This occurred when a farm is sold and subdivided and the AFD 

status is not conveyed to the new owner, as it does not run with the deed like an easement. In 

these areas, new homes and buildings were built without the knowledge of being located in an 

AFD restrictions. Kathy Black suggested building department staff include a review of AFD status 

on zoning and building permits. Jill Jefferson indicated she would coordinate with her 

department director, Brian Henshaw, to consider developing some policy practical to implement.  

Joan Comanor made a motion that County staff consider implementing a policy that zoning and 

building permits issuance include verification the parcel is not located within an AFD. Motion 

seconded by Bobby Clark; all in favor. Motion carried. 

The committee also discussed the multitude of small parcels both under 3 acres and those under 

5 acres in size. Bobby Clark recommended staff prepare a map of a few districts highlighting all 

parcels less than 5 acres. The consistency of the AFD program with the land use program was 

discussed highlighting lots 5+ acres as a threshold of being in the land use program. Discussions 

AF District Total Acreage 2018 Addition Ac Withdrawn Net Change from 2008 2012 ac

Bauserman-Clem-Grove 783.004 64.108 227.009 -212.921 995.925

Fishers Hill-Sandy Hook 2663.018 596.01 242.482 333.528 2309.49

Toms Brook 975.529 60.744 183.155 -122.411 1097.94

-1.804
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included if a future size restriction were instituted, existing lots would be grandfathered. 

Additional discussion was tabled for a future meeting. 

Also discussed was the schedule to advance to the Planning Commission and the Board during a 

public hearing in April 2018 for Board consideration of approval by May 2018 for the renewal of 

the three districts: Bauserman Clem Grove, Fishers Hill-Sandy Hook, and Toms Brook. The 

committee discussed renewals of all three districts.  

Bobby Clark made a motion to recommend renewal of the Bauserman Clem Grove, Fishers Hill-

Sandy Hook, and Toms Brook Ag & Forestal Districts with the renewals and additions as 

presented to advance to the Planning Commission and Board of Supervisors. The motion was 

seconded by Joan Comanor. Six ayes and one dissention was noted by Kathy Black who did not 

recommend any parcels under 5 acres, unless it was also protected as a battlefield or under a 

conservation easement. Motion carried.  

Kathy Black made a motion to recommend all applications by March 1, 2018 for the renewal of 

the Bauserman Clem Grove, Fishers Hill-Sandy Hook, and Toms Brook Ag & Forestal Districts to 

advance to the Planning Commission and Board of Supervisors.  The motion was seconded by 

Joyce Hall. Motion carried. 

Jill Jefferson referenced a survey she conducted during April-June 2017 of other county AFD 

programs, comparing program criteria, implementation, and size restrictions. She will share 

results of that survey in the next AFD meeting. 

Next meeting: June 4, 2018 5 PM. 

Meeting adjourned 6:28 PM. 

 

 

 


