
  

 

Animal Shelter Air Conditioning:   By way of an update, the replacement air conditioning unit remains un-

delivered.  This week, however, the General Properties Department did install a second temporary air condi-

tioner, which has freed additional space in the isolation areas as well as observation room.     

River Water Notice:  I received notice this afternoon that the algae tested in the North Fork was indeed a 

toxin-producing cyanobacteria. The area affected is Bethel Road north to Strasburg, which is approximately 5 

miles. The local health department will be issuing a press release with an advisory. 

Health Insurance:  You may recall last fall that the County issued an RFP for a health insurance carrier at a 

time when both Valley Health and Anthem (then the County's insurance provider) were at an apparent perma-

nent impasse in contract negotiations. Ultimately, the County selected Aetna and left a long-term relationship 

with Anthem-The Local Choice. As a part of that termination, the County was advised it may be responsible 

for any adverse experience adjustment, which would be a monetary assessment associated with a pro rata 

share of any operating loss experienced the previous year when the County would have still been a member.  

At the time the decision was made to sever the relationship with Anthem-The Local Choice, that monetary 

number associated with the adverse experience adjustment was unknown and frankly impossible to estimate.  

I am pleased to report that the County received notice that there was no deficit experienced, and the County 

will not be assessed any additional cost by our previous health insurance carrier. 

Small Business Grant:  The IDA met this past Monday during which time they adopted Round 6 of the 

Small Business Grant program. Under this new round, we can now reimburse up to 6 months of utility ex-

penses for newly applying businesses or previous applicants who had not yet met the maximum grant amount 

of $15,000.  Previous grant recipients who may qualify for more funding have been notified and new busi-

nesses are encouraged to apply. New applications must be received by July 30.   
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