
  

Animal Shelter Winter Newsletter: Please see the attached Winter  Newsletter  from the Animal Shelter . 

Landfill Commendation: Please see the attached ar ticle that was published in the December  2019 
Mountain Courier commending the excellent customer service that the County’s landfill staff recently provid-
ed to a resident. Great job to those staff members involved! The entire Mountain Courier can be viewed at 
this link: December 2019 Mountain Courier  

Office Closures for Holidays: The Shenandoah County Government Center  will be closed on Fr iday, 

1/16 and Monday, 1/20 in observance of the Lee-Jackson and the Martin Luther King, Jr. holidays. Closures 

for other County facilities are as follows: 

 The Shenandoah County Landfill will be closed on Monday, 1/20. The Landfill will have regular operat-

ing hours on Friday, 1/17 and Saturday, 1/18.

 Citizen convenience sites will be closed on Monday, 1/20. The sites will be open as regularly scheduled 
on Friday, 1/17 as well as the weekend.

 The Animal Shelter will be closed on Friday, 1/17 and Monday, 1/20. The Animal Shelter will have 

regu-lar hours on Saturday, 1/18.

 The Shenandoah County Library will be closed on Monday, 1/20.

Weekly Message to the Members of the Board of Supervisors for January 16, 2020  

Shenandoah County Administrator’s 
Weekly Memorandum 

Office of County Administration Evan Vass, County Administrator Office: (540) 459-6165 

  600 N. Main Street, Suite 102    evass@shenandoahcountyva.us Fax: (540) 459-6168 

  Woodstock, VA 22664 Hours: Monday—Friday 8:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 

Special Joint Meeting with Board of Supervisors and School Board: This serves as as reminder of the 
Special Joint Meeting between the Board of Supervisors and the School Board to be held on Tuesday, 1/21 at 
3:30 pm in the Board Room of the Shenandoah County Government Center.

https://www.dropbox.com/s/grhiz0vss6nbhsd/Courier%20Dec%202019%20facebook.pdf?dl=0
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The Shenandoah County Animal Shelter Winter Newsletter 

The Staff: 

 Staff members Katlyn, Katrina, Jaz, and Skylar participated in the 
Edinburg Christmas Parade on December 5th. Titan enjoyed riding 
through the parade as we passed out candy. Parades provide a 
great opportunity to be active in our community.   

 
 
 
   

    
 On the first Tuesday of every month, a staff member and an 
adoptable shelter animal visit with the Shenandoah Area 
Agency on Aging. 
 

 Once a month, a reporter from the Northern Virginia Daily, 
comes to interview a staff member and a shelter animal to 
feature in the “Pet of the Week” portion of the paper. 
 

 PUPDATES-  January is National Train Your Dog Month.  
    February is National Prevent a Litter Month. 

     

 Each month, Linda Wheeler from the Courier, a monthly 
publication, comes to the shelter, takes a picture of one of our 
adoptable canine stars, writes a nice article, and features 
him/her in the monthly paper. 
 

 This lovely group of ladies we affectionately call “Peggy’s Peeps” 
once again donated a significant amount of money to the shelter 



this holiday season. This money will be used to spay and neuter 
many, many animals. This group of animal lovers has both adopted 
and sponsored several animals over the years. 
 

Completed and Upcoming Projects: 

 The shelter is in the process of researching the possibility of 
adding an outside cattery. 

 

Happy Tails:   

 

 

 

 We would like to send a huge “thank you” to the rescue that 
took our sweet Grandma.  

 
 
 
 
 



Pet Highlight of the Month 
 

 Maude, a 14 year old, female Lab Mix had been with us for several 
months waiting for her forever home. Maude was often overlooked 
by adopters because of her age. When Maude first came to the 
shelter she was nervous, however she began to trust the staff and 
showed us how sweet she really is. Maude spends a lot of time 
cuddling with her stuffed animals, and also enjoys the fresh air 
during her time outside. Maude was adopted to a loving home, 
where they plan to spoil her for the rest of her life.   

 
 
Spay/Neuter Update:  

 4 Cats Spayed 
 3 Dogs Spayed 
 7 Cats Neutered 
 5 Dogs Neutered 
 
 
 

*ANY ANIMAL THE PUBLIC HAS ACCESS TO HAS 
RECEIVED A RABIES VACCINATION* 

THANK YOU TO ALL OF OUR SPONSORS FOR THEIR 
CONTINUED SUPPORT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Adoption Chart:  
 

2019 January February March April May June 

Dog 
Adoptions 

9 7 12 12 6 11 

Cat 
Adoptions 

17 10         8 7 20 18 

 
 

2019 July August September October November December 

Dog 
Adoptions 

9 6 9       6       5      5 

Cat 
Adoptions 

20 18 12       15      21      21 

 

Adopting one cat won’t change 
the world… 

But it will change the world for 
one cat 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Please remember… 
Adopt Don’t Shop! 
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January 2018 PROOF

BY JOAN ANDERSON

It was dumb. I was taking a box of wine 
bottles to the recycling center in Woodstock as 
part of a series of errands on a Saturday. As 
I left the house, my hands were full, so I put 
two pieces of outgoing mail in the box with 
the wine bottles. You can see what’s coming, 
can’t you.

When I arrived at the recycling center, I 
even checked the box for the mail and didn’t 
see it. Then I chided myself for leaving the 
envelopes on the dining room table. Next, I 
opened the glass-only door in the big dump-
ster, turned the box upside down, and heard the 
bottles crash on the floor of the bin as some-
thing pink started to fly by. I grabbed it and 
saved one piece of mail, but the other one was 
now five feet below me, smiling up from a pile 
of glass.

I went to the car in search of something that 
might retrieve the mail. All I could find was a 
dog leash with a loop on it. Standing on my 
tip toes, I dangled that loop over, around, and 
under the envelope. I could get it lassoed on 
one end, but then it would slip out the other 
when I tried to raise it. I must have spent five 
or ten minutes in this pursuit, both hoping and 
dreading that someone would come along to 
see my dumpster diving and offer help.

Giving up, I drove to the post office to 
make sure the other envelope got safely on its 
way. Fortunately, the one I retrieved was the 
payment of a bill. The one I dumped was a 
modest contribution to the Shenandoah Coun-
ty Library Foundation.

Once home, I emailed the Shenandoah 
County Landfill and told them of my plight, 
assuring them that if they couldn’t find the en-
velope, it was no big deal. Monday morning, 
I got a call from a woman at the landfill who 
said that bin wasn’t due to be picked up un-
til Thursday, meaning five more days of trash 
would be on top of my mail. She said she’d see 
if they could do something sooner.

Within the hour, she called back and said 
she had the envelope on her desk. A worker had 
gone out and rescued my mail from the bin.

What a nice experience. That is public 
service at its best. When one does something 
dumb, the county isn’t responsible for fixing 
the error. But they did fix mine, swiftly, and 
pleasantly.

Kudos to the staff at the Shenandoah Coun-
ty Landfill and a great big thank you from me 
and the library fundraisers.

Lost and 
Found: 
Personal 
Service
in a Small 
Town

Joan Anderson has worked for the To-
ledo Blade, the departed Washington Star 
and National Geographic. She now finds 
herself in Maurertown along the Back 
Road, surrounded by farms and cows, 
with a lovely pond outside her back door, 
that attracts all sorts of wildlife. She and 
her husband, also a writer, share their 
old Valley home with a shy dog named 
Bobbie and a rescue cat named Cali. 
Joan, in retirement, just can’t quit. She is 
the Mountain Courier’s Associate Editor.

Two Holiday Home Tours!It's a Small   World   County
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