
  

 

Office Closure for Columbus Day Holiday: The  Shenandoah County Government Center  will be 

closed on Monday, 10/14 in observance of the Columbus Day holiday. Other county facilities closed on Mon-

day include the Shenandoah County Animal Shelter, Landfill, and Citizen Convenience Sites.  

National Endowment for the Arts Grant Design Assistance — Through the National Endowment for the 
Arts (NEA), Shenandoah County was recently provided the opportunity to be a part of NEA’s Citizens’ Insti-
tute on Rural Design (CIRD) National Learning Cohort Summit. CIRD is intended to empower local citizens 
to capitalize on unique local and regional assets in order to guide the civic development and future design of 
their own communities. CIRD’s goal is to enhance the quality of life and economic viability of rural America 
through planning, design, and creative placemaking. Two community leaders, Shenandoah County Planning 
Commissioner Kathleen Curtis and Town of Woodstock Urban Designer | Neighborhood Planner Lemuel 
Hancock, attended the multi-day CIRD Learning Cohort Summit in Thomas, West Virginia this week. The 
workshop provided training in design, planning, community development, and facilitation techniques as well 
as support in navigating funding opportunities that can be brought back to our community. Please see at-
tached for more information. 

2019 Chronic Wasting Disease Management  — Please find attached a memorandum that we recently re-
ceived from the Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries to licensed big game hunters and land-
owners in Shenandoah County. The memorandum outlines the chronic wasting disease (CWD) monitoring 
efforts that have changed for the fall of 2019.  

Department of Social Services Open House — Shenandoah County Social Services will be hosting an Open 
House on Saturday, October 19, 2019 from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm for the public to learn more about what it 
offers the community. Please see the attached flyer for more information.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Message to the Members of the Board of Supervisors for October 11, 2019  

Shenandoah County Administrator’s  
Weekly Memorandum 

Office of County Administration     Evan Vass, County Administrator     Office: (540) 459-6165 

  600 N. Main Street, Suite 102       evass@shenandoahcountyva.us    Fax: (540) 459-6168 

      Woodstock, VA 22664         Hours: Monday—Friday 8:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 
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Dear CIRD Learning Cohort Member, 

Congratulations! The Citizens’ Institute on Rural Design (CIRD) is delighted to inform 
you that you have been selected to participate in the CIRD Learning Cohort. While we 
are unable to offer you a Local Design Workshop, we are pleased to welcome you into 
the inaugural Learning Cohort program. This was a particularly competitive application 
year as we received over 80 applications to participate in the program. 

A leadership initiative of the National Endowment for the Arts, in partnership with the 
Housing Assistance Council (HAC) and buildingcommunityWORKSHOP [bc], CIRD is 
thrilled to engage participants like you to help to shape the national conversation—from 
rural hamlets to the corridors of Capitol Hill—about rural design.  We’re eager to get 
started. 

The CIRD Learning Cohort model was developed under the premise that there’s already 
so much potential in rural leaders like yourself. We’re here to offer you access to a broad 
array of design resources, tools and learning; but also to ensure that you have the 
capacity to rely on your own expertise too. CIRD has a long history of working with 
rural communities, and now we need your help in bringing those communities together 
into a broader network and an authentic conversation.   

Whether you’re developing a design plan for an affordable housing neighborhood in 
Iola, Kansas, shaping the identity of downtown McComb, Mississippi, or developing a 
Creative District in Ignacio, Colorado, CIRD hopes to bring you closer to realizing your 
vision. Congratulations again, and welcome on board. 

Sincerely, 

 
Jennifer Hughes 
Director, Design and Creative Placemaking 

 
David Lipsetz 
CEO, Housing Assistance Council 
 
 
 

 
 

  

 

 

  

https://www.arts.gov/
http://www.ruralhome.org/
http://www.bcworkshop.org/
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Citizen’s Institute on Rural Design Learning Cohort 

The Citizen’s Institute on Rural Design™ (CIRD) is a leadership initiative of the National 

Endowment for the Arts (NEA) in partnership with the Housing Assistance Council (HAC), 

along with buildingcommunityWORKSHOP. Focusing on communities with populations of 

50,000 or less, CIRD’s goal is to enhance the quality of life and economic viability of rural 

America through planning, design, and creative placemaking. Since 1991 CIRD has served more 

than 80 rural and tribal communities. 

CIRD is intended to empower local citizens to capitalize on unique local and regional assets in 

order to guide the civic development and future design of their own communities. The CIRD 

program goals include: 

•    Building capacity in rural communities to plan comprehensive revitalization strategies; 

•    Introducing creative placemaking, arts, culture, and design strategies as drivers of 

economic developments in rural America; 

•    Facilitating a network of rural communities for idea exchanges and peer learning; and 

•    Preparing communities to be ready and competitive for state and federal funding 

opportunities. 

Learning Cohort Communities 

Up to twenty (20) rural communities (in addition to the three communities selected for on-site 

design workshops) will be selected to participate in a Learning Cohort. Rural community 

leaders from government, non-profits, local business, and civic organizations are invited to 

gather together for peer learning; training in design, planning, community engagement, and 

facilitation techniques; and support in navigating funding opportunities to make their 

community’s vision a reality. The project period is from September 2019 until December 2020. 

Benefits 

• Invitation to the CIRD Learning Cohort Summit (October 9-11th), an in-person, design 

focused gathering of rural leaders, designers, and related subject experts 

• $1,000 in travel stipend 

• Access to online education and coaching on design related topics catered to the 

cohort’s particular design challenges 

• Opportunities to exchange knowledge and experiences of design issues with peers 

from across rural America 
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• Invitations to in-person events and conferences to further peer learning and exchange 

• Invitations to link to HAC’s national capacity building network including webinars, 

convenings, funding opportunities, and related opportunities 

• An opportunity to contribute to rural design conversations at a national level 

Expectations – Learning Cohort must: 

• Attend the Rural Design Summit (October 9-11th). 

• Engage in peer learning activities, where applicable. 

• Respond to a survey on learning outcomes. 

• Commit to stewarding design activities and projects in their home community. 

CIRD Learning Cohort Summit 

Located in Thomas, West Virginia on October 9-11th, 2019. Please select 1-2 members of your 

project team to attend and confirm registration by September 9th, 2019. 

Hosted with Woodlands Development Group 

• $1,000 in travel stipend – air fare, transportation, and lodging 

• Provided: most meals during the week, free registration, transportation on site, shuttle 

from Pittsburgh/Dulles 

• Attendance required at event October 9th through 11th 

o Please let us know as soon as possible if you anticipate issues with your attendance 

• Group rooms booked in Elkins, West Virginia at the Wind Gate for $97 per night; please 

book by September 9th or find other accommodations. Transportation to and from Elkins 

provided. 

• Survey and work sheet participants in advance of event 

Engagements 

• Semi-Quarterly calls cohort-wide 

• At least one small group call to set goals with peers and update on progress 

• Opportunities for engagement at select CIRD workshops and related rural design events 

• 2 online webinars to further develop cohort capacity 

• Opportunities to share your expertise/community pride at other events, blogs 

• At least two opportunities for high-level one-on-one technical assistance post Summit, 

ongoing follow up 

Questions? 

To accept your nomination to the Citizens’ Institute on Rural Design Local Workshop or to 
inquire further about this invitation, please contact Evelyn Immonen at the Housing Assistance 
Council (evelyn@ruralhome.org). 

 

mailto:evelyn@ruralhome.org
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Project Partners 

Established by Congress in 1965, the National Endowment for the Arts is the independent 
federal agency whose funding and support gives Americans the opportunity to participate in the 
arts, exercise their imaginations, and develop their creative capacities. Through partnerships 
with state arts agencies, local leaders, other federal agencies, and the philanthropic sector, the 
Arts Endowment supports arts learning, affirms and celebrates America’s rich and diverse 
cultural heritage, and extends its work to promote equal access to the arts in every community 
across America. 

The Housing Assistance Council (HAC) is a national nonprofit that strengthens communities 
across rural America through investment and assistance with affordable housing and community 
and economic development. Based in Washington, DC, HAC is actively involved in shaping 
federal policy and the affordable housing industry with its research, lending and conferences. 
We also deliver technical assistance, training and affordable loans to local organizations that help 
rural communities prosper. 

buildingcommunityWORKSHOP ([bc]) is a Texas based nonprofit community design center 
seeking to improve the livability and viability of communities through the practice of thoughtful 
design and making. We enrich the lives of citizens by brining design thinking to areas of our 
cities where resources are most scarce. To do so, [bc] recognizes that it must first understand the 
social, economic, and environmental issues facing a community before beginning work. 

 

https://www.arts.gov/
http://www.ruralhome.org/
http://www.bcworkshop.org/


Learning
Cohort
Summit

Citizens' Institute
on Rural Design™

Connect with fellow rural communities
Brainstorm with CIRD team design experts
Join a community of placemaking practitioners
Build capacity for your design challenge 
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October 9th-11th, 2019
Davis and Thomas, WV

This event is being hosted by Woodlands Development
Group, a model of local ingenuity, design, and placemaking,
and a valued collaborator of HAC and [bc].

Please confirm your attendance by September 9th via email
to evelyn@ruralhome.org 







SATURDAY, OCTOBER 19TH, 2019  from 10AM - 2PM

SHENANDOAH COUNTY     494 N Main St. #200
DEPT. OF SOCIAL SERVICES    WOODSTOCK, VA

FREE OPEN 
HOUSE

Join us to learn more about 

what we offer the community!

INFORMATIONAL BOOTHS,
GAMES & PRIZES, FACE PAINTING, 

RAFFLE FOR GIFT CARDS 
AND IPADS,

ARTS & CRAFTS, BALLOON ANIMALS
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