
  

 

Holiday Closings:  County and State offices will be closed on Friday, January 18 in observance of Lee-

Jackson Day and will also be closed on Monday, January 21 in observance of a federal holiday, Martin Lu-

ther King Day.   

Budget Process:  I reported to you last week that our annual budget process was in its very beginning stages.  

We are in our second week on meetings and consultations with varied department heads and constitutional 

officers concerning both their fiscal year 2020 annual spending requests as well as capital requests over the 

next five years.   This is a collaborative process and ultimately results in a series of recommendations deliv-

ered to you with respect to the proposed budget.  That collaborative process continues through your budget 

work sessions culminating in an adoption each spring.  There are many changes, additions, deletions etc. from 

a department or offices initial submittal to adoption.   

I share this information with you, undoubtedly you already know regarding the budget process because of re-

cent media attention concerning the number of positions being requested by varied offices and departments.   

A number was provided when requested by a local media outlet to satisfy the freedom of information act 

(FOIA).  I believe it at best premature and at worst misleading to draw conclusions about the final outcome of 

the FY 20 budget with respect to staff positions.  Departments do request additional staff members; that’s 

their job to paint an accurate picture of the needs of their departments and functions. In some, but certainly 

not all cases, I  recommend them based on careful consideration and discussion with department directors and 

further consideration and attention that you then give the budget process.   

Exit 291:  You may recall a presentation concerning possible improvements to the I-81 Exit 291 north bound 

exit ramp.   The project including widening and a dedicated turn lane was submitted through the SMART 

scale program to VDOT’s six year road improvement program.   I am pleased to report that the proposed pro-

ject scored well and is being recommended to the Commonwealth Transportation Board for endorsement in 

the spring.   If approved the construction could still be several years from completion, but nonetheless good 

news for that busy off ramp.   
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