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ZONING ORDINANCE
SHENANDOAH COUNTY, VIRGINIA

?General Authority

WHEREAS, by act of the General Assembly of Virginia as provided in Chapter 11,
Article 8, Code of Virginia, as amended, the Board of Supervisors may by
ordinance classify the area it governs into districts of such number, shape and
size best suited to carry out the purposes of this Ordinance, and in each
‘district it may provide standards for the following:

:ta) The use of land, buildings, structures and other premises for agricultural,
business, industrial, residential, floodplain and other specific uses;

(b) The size, height, area, bulk, location, erection, construction recon-
struction, alteration, repair, maintenance, razing, or removal of structures;

{(c) The areas and dimensions of land, water, and air space to be occupied by
buildings, structures and uses, and of courts, yards, and other open spaces to
be left unoccupied by uses and structures, including variations in sizes of
1cts based on whether a public or community water supply or sewer system is
available and used;

(d) The excavation or mining of scil or other natural resources.

THEREFORE, be it ordained by the Board of Supervisors of the County of Shenandoah,
Virginia, for the purpose of promoting the health, safety, and general welfare

of the public and of further accomplishing the objectives of Chapter 11, Article
8, Code of Virginia, as amended, that the following be adopted as the Zoning
Ordinance of the County of Shenandoah, Virginia, together with the accompanying
map.

Adopted by the Board of Supervisors in regular session on Tuesday, September 13,
1978, by unanimous vote, as follows:

Supervisor Neese - Aye Supervisor Hammond - Aye
Supervisor Myers - Aye Supervisor Morris - Aye
Supervisor Sollemberger - Aye Supervisor Richman - Aye

\ 0
Teste: [//) T A/ Aé! 1/’

v///Clerk to the Board of Sugerv1sors
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ARTICLE II - ZONING MAP AND ZONING DISTRICTS

Official Zoning Map

Shenandoah County is hereby diwvided into zones, as shown con the
Official Zoning Map, which is hereby adopted by reference and
declared to be part of this Crdinance, together with all nota-
tions, references and amendments.

Identification of Gfficial Zoning Map: The Official Zoning Map
shall be identified by the signature of the Chairman of the Board
of Supervisors and actested to by the Clerk of that bedy, together
with the date of the adoption of this Ordinance.

Changing the 0Official Zoning Map: 1If, in accordance with the

provisions of this Ordinance and the Code of Virginia, as
amended, changes are made in district boundaries or other matters
portrayed on the Official Zowming Map, such changes shall be
entered on the Official Zoning Map promptly after the amendment
has been approved by the Board cf Supervisors. All changes shzall
be noted on the O0fficial Zoning Map by date with a brief descrip-
tion of the nature of the change.

Location of Official Zoning Map: The Official Zoning Map shzll be

located in the Cffice of the Zoning Administrator, and shall be
the final authority as to the current zoning status of all areas
in the County, regardless of unofficial copies which may have
been made or published from time to time. The Official Zoning
Map shall be available to the public for inspection during regu-
lar office hours.

Classes of Districts

For the purpose of this Ordinance, Shenandoah County is hereby
divided into districts which shall be designated as follows:

' C - Conservation
A - Agriculture
R-1 - Low-Density Residence
R-2 - Medium-Density Residence
R-3 - High-Density Residence
B-1 - Local Business
B-2 - General Business
M-1 - Industry

Floodplain Conservation

Interpretation of District Boundaries

Where uncertainty exists as to the boundaries of districts as
shown on the Official Zoning Map, the feollowing rules shall

apply:




































306.2

306.3

306.4

306.5

306.6

306.7

ARTICLE IIT - DISTRICT REGULATIONS (Cont'd.)

(1) Public and semi-public uses such as libraries, churches, community
centers, governmental offices, police, fire and rescue squad sta-
tions, and parks and playgrounds.

(m) Public utility generating, booster or relay stations, transformer
substations,. railroads, water and sewer installations, telephone
facilities, transmission lines and towers, pipes, meters, lines,
poles, and other facilities for the provision and maintenance of
public utilities service.

(n) Home occupations.

(o) Automobile and farm machinery, lawn and garden equipment sales
and service.

(p) Hotels, motels, tourist homes, rooming and boarding houses.
(@) Clinics.
PERMITTED ACCESSORY USES

(a) Off-street parking and loading spaces for permitted uses in the
district as provided in Sections 504 and 505.

(b) Accessory uses and buildings including single-family dwellings in
connection with commercial establishments as provided in Section 503.

(c) Signs as provided in Section 506.

USES PERMITTED BY SPECIAL PERMIT

(a) Planing mills, woodwork and craft shops provided employment is
limited to the proprietor and one (1) other person.

(b) Conversion of a single residential structure on a lot to contain
a maximum of four (4) dwelling units provided such structure was
in existence at the time of adoption of this Ordinance.

AREA REGULATIONS

" FRONTAGE. REGULATIONS

The mlnlmum lot size shall be ten thousand (10 OOO) square feet.

:The minimum frontace for each lot shall be seventy- flve (75) feeL.

YARD REGULATIONS

(a) Front Yard. ' Structures shall be located forty (40) feet or more
from any street rlght of—way which is fifty (50) reet or greater
in width, or fifty (50) feet or more from the centerline of any
street right-of-way less than fifty (50) feet in width. This
shall be known as the ''setback' line. '

(b) Side Yard. Each side yard on a lot shall be a minimum of twenty
(20) feet.

(c) Rear Yard. The mlnlmum rear yard on a lot shall be twenty (20)

BUILDING COVERAGE

The maximum building coverage on a lot shall be twenty-five (25) percent.
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ARTICLE V - GENERAL PROVISIONS (cont'd)
506.3 Signs will be permitted in various districts as follows:

Conservation C-1

(a) Church bulletin boards and identification signs, with a total surface
area on each side not exceeding forty (40) square feet per sign.

(b) Directional signs, with a total surface area on each side not exceeding
four (4) square feet per sign.

(c) Home cccupation signs, with a total surface area on each side not ex-
ceeding eight (8) square feet per sign.

(d) Signs, only to advertise the sale or rental of the premises upon which
the sign is erected with a total surface area on each side not exceeding

sixteen (16) square feet per sign.

Agricultural A-1

(a) Any sign listed as permitted in the Conservation District C-1.
(b) General advertising signs, with a total surface area on each side
not exceeding four hundred (400) square feet.

Residential Districts, R-1, R-2 and R-3

(a) Any sign listed as permitted in the Comservation District C-1.

Business B-1, Business B-2, and Industrial M-1

(2) Any sign listed as permitted in the Comservation District C-1.

(b) Business signs, with a total surface area limited to two (2)
square feet on each side for each linear foot of horizontal
building frontage or lot frontage if there is no structure.

(c) General advertising signs, with a total surface area on each
side not exceeding four hundred (400) square feet.

506.4 Setback Requirements

Signs shall be located 15 feet or more from any street right-of-
way, and this shall be known as the "setback'" line. However, signs
advertising the sale or rental of the premises may be erected up to
property linev

506.5 Height

No sign shall extend above the height of the building. However,
freestanding signs may be erected up tc the height requirements
of the particular district in which they are located. Such signs
may be constructed to a higher limit only after a Special Permit
is issued.

29












(d)

(e)

(£)

(g)

(h)

ARTICLE V - GENERAL PROVISIONS (Cont'd.)

parking facilities and methods of. assigning charges for
maintenance, snow removal, and repairs.

Open space devoted to recreatienal use as herein required
shall be designed for use by tenants of the development and shall

be improved and equipped by the developer in accordance with
approved plans.

Screening shall be provided of sufficient height and density.

‘'to screen the site from adjoining residential districts if other
.than R-3. A plan specifying type, size, and location of existing
‘and proposed material shall be submitted with the application for

the permit.
Parking Facilities

1) Required parking spaces shall be provided on the same lot
as the building served or on a2 joint facility in the develop-
ment.

a. All access drives shall be at least fifteen (15) feet
from any building on the lot and from exterior lot lines.

b. Parking areas shall not be designed or located so as
to require or encourage cars to back into a street in
order to leave the lot.

c. Entrance and exit ways to parking areas shall have a
minimum width of twelve (12) feet for each lane of
traffic entering or leaving the site but shall at no
time exceed thirty (30) feet in width at the street line.

d. All dead-end parking lots shall be designed to provide

sufficient back-up area for the end stalls of the parking
area.

e. All access ways and parking areas shall be paved with a
double surface treatment or concrete covering.

Drainage

A storm run-off and drainage system shall be installed by the
developer so as to adequately dispose of all run-off and drainage
away from the project site, and so as not to permit excess flow
of water across streets or adjoining properties. Plans feor-such
drainage systems shall be submitted with the application for the
permit.

Lighting for buildings, access ways, and parking

areas shall be so arranged as not to reflect toward public

streets or cause any annoyance to building occupants or surrounding
property owners or residents.
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ARTICLE V - GENERAL PROVISIONS (Cont'd.)

(f) For apartment construction of twenty-four (24) dwelling units
or more there shall be provided 0.25 square feet of open space
(not including parking or driveway areas) devoted to recreational
use, for every one (1) square feet of gross residential floor
area. This space shall take the form of parks or play areas, etc.

(g) Management of Open Space

1) All open space shall be preserved for its intended purpose
as expressed on the Site Plan.

2) There shall be established a nonprofit association, corpora-
tion, trust or foundation of all individuals cor corporations
owning residential property within the development to insure
the maintenance of open spaces and other facilities.

3) When the development is to administer open space and other
facilities through an association, nonprofit corporation,
trust, or foundation said organization shall conform to
the following requirements:

- The developer must establish the organization prior to the
sale of any property.

- Membership in the organization shall be mandatory for all
residential property owners, present or future, within the
development.

- The organization shall manage all open space, and recrea-
tional and cultural facilities, shall provide for the
maintenance, administration, and operation of said land
and improvements and any other land within the development
and shall secure adequate liability insurance on the land.

- The organization shall conform to the Condominium Act,
Code of Virginia (1950), as amended.

4) Should the units be for rental purposes, the developer or
rental agent shall be responsible for maintenance and
management of open space.

(h) Open space devoted to recreational use as herein required shall
be designed for use by residents of the development and shall be
improved and equipped by the developer in accordance with
approved plans.

(i) Parking shall be provided in a joint parking facility for a
group of apartments with such deed restrictions as are necessary
to determine ownership and maintenance of common parking facilities
and methods of assigning charges for maintenance, sncw removal,
and repairs. '
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511.3

(h)

(k)

(1)

(m)

(n)

(o)

(p)

()

(a)

ARTICLE V - GENERAL PROVISIONS (Cont'd.)

The approximate location and sizes of sanitary and storm sewers,
water mains, culverts, and other underground structures,
existing and planned, in cor near the project. Other provisions
for the disposition of storm water shall also be shown where
necessary.

Proposed changes in zoning, if any.

‘The general location and character of construction of proposed

streets, alleys, driveways, curb cuts, entrances and exits,
loading areas (including numbers of parking and loading spaces),
outdoor lighting systems, storm and sanitary sewer facilities.

The general location of proposed lots, setback lines, and ease-
ments and proposed reservations for parks, playgrounds, school
sites, and open spaces.

Location and character of all proposed buildings with respect
to each other and to lot lines or major excavations and
approximate height of main and accessory buildings. The loca-
tion should be drawn to scale, but full dimensioning is not
required on the preliminary plan.

General location, height, and material of all fences, walls,
planting screen, and landscaping.

General location, character, size, and height and orientation
of propcsed signs.

A tabulation of total number of acres in the project, and the
percentage thereof proposed to be devoted to dwelling types,
commercial uses, other uses, off-street parking, streets, parks,
schools, and other reservatious.

A tabulation of the total number of dwelling units of various
types in the project and the overall dwelling units per acre.

The Zoning Administrator or Planning Commission may establish
additional requirements for preliminary site plans, and in
special cases, may waive a particular requirement if, in its
opinion, the inclusion of that requirement is not essentlal to
a proper decision on the project.

Procedure

Five (5) copies of the Site Plan, both preliminary and final,
shall be submitted to the Administrator. The Administrator

shall circulate the plan to the relevant departments, boards, and
Planning Commission for written comments, and request the appli-
cant to appear at the next Planning Commission meetinz. The
Planning Commission shall notify the applicant of the action
taken.
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511.5

512

512.1

ARTICLE V — GENERAL PROVISIONS (Cont'd.}

Amendments to Approved Site Plan

If it becomes necessary for an approved site plan to-be changed,
the Administrator shall at the applicant’s request either -adminis-
tratively approve an amendment to the site plan; or, if the change -
is major, require that a new site plan be drawn and submitted to
review and action in accerdance with Sectiom 511.3.

Shopping Centers

All shopping centers shall comply with the following requirements

(a)

(b)

()

(d)

(e)

(£)

‘in order to be issued a special permit:

No more than thirty {30) percent of the lot area shall be
occupied by buildings.

The distance at the clasest point between any two (2) buildings
or groups of attached buildings in the shopping center shall
be not less than twenty (20) feet.

No building may be located closer than one hundred (100) feet
to the ultimate right-of-way of any public street or within
twenty-five (25) feet of any other property line. No building
shall be closer than fifty (50) feet toc a side or rear proper-
ty line which is adjacent to an agricultural, conservation, or
residential district.

The maximum height of any building shall be thirty-five (35)
feet. T~ -/

e
Adequate areas shall be provided for loading and unloading
of delivery trucks and other vehicles; servicing of shops
by refuse collection, fuel, and other services vehicles;
automobile accessways; and padestrian walks. The above
service areas shall be screened from view from any abutting
roadway.

Provision shall be made for safe and easy access to and from
public roads servicing the center without undue congestion

to or interference with ncrmal traffic flow. All points

of vehicular access to and from public streets shall be
located not less than two hundred (20C) feet from the inter-
section of any public street lines. The Planning Commission
shall satisfy itself as to the adequacy of the road to carry
the additional traffic created by the sheopping center. Special
merging or entrance lanes may be required to avoid congestion
and hazards. The State Department of Highways and Transporta-
tion shall be consulted by the County.
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ZONING ORDINANCE

Amend Article V, by adding Sect 515: AIRPORT APPROACH
ZONE REQUIREMENTS

No building, structure, object nor plant, which

exceeds the height limitations as established by
appropriate regulations and guidelines of the Federal
AviationvAdministration, shall be constructed, developed,
piaced, grown or maintained within the approach zone of
a Federql Aviation Administration approved airport

runvay .






ARTICLE VI - ADMINISTRATION (Cont'd.)

2. No such variance shall be authorized by the Board unless

it finds: (a) that the strict application of the ordinance
would produce undue hardship; (b) that such hardship is not
shared generally by other properties in the same zoning district
and the same vicinity; and (c) that the authorization of such
variance will not be of substantial detriment to adjacent prop-
erty and that the character of the district will not be changed
by the granting of the variance.

3. No such variance shall be authorized except after notice
and hearing as required by Section 15.1-431 of the Code of
Virginia - 1950, as amended.

4. No variance shall be authorized unless the Board finds that
the condition or situation of the property concerned or the
intended use of the property is not of so general or recurring
a nature as to make reasonably practicable the formulation of

a general regulation to be adopted as an amendment to the
ordinance.

5. 1In authorizing a variance the Board may impose such con-
ditions regarding the location, character, and other features
of the proposed structure for use as it may deem necessary in
the public interest, and may require a guarantee or bond to
insure that the conditions imposed are being and will continue
to be complied with.

605.2 Rules and Regulations

(a) The Board of Zoning Appeals shall adopt such rules and regula-
tions as it may consider necessary.

(b) The meeting of the Board shall be held at the call of its
chairman or at such times as a quorum of the Board may determine.
All meetings of the Board shall be open to the public. A quorom
shall be at least three (3) members. A favorable vote of three
(3) members of the Board shall be necessary to reverse any order,
requirement, decision, or determination of any administrative
official or to decide in favor of the application on any matter
upon which the Board is required to pass.

(c) The Board shall keep minutes of its proceedings, showing the
vote of each member upon each question, or if absent or failing to
vote, indicating such fact. It shall keep records of its examina-
tions and other official actions, all of which shall be immediately
filed in the office of the Board and shall be a public record.

605.3 Appeal to the Board of Zoning Appeals: An appeal to the Board may
be taken by any person aggrieved or by any office, department,

board or bureau of the county or municipality affected by any
decision of the Zoning Administrator. Such appeal ghall he taken

within thirty (30) days after the decision appealed from by filing
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ARTICLE VII - DEFINITIONS (cont'd)

Automobile Service Station: Any place of business with pumps and underground
storage tanks, having as it purpose the servicing, at retail, or motor vehicles,
but not including a paint or body shop, machine shop, or vulcanizing shop.

Automobile Wrecking Yard: An area where destroyed, abandoned, and/or obsolete
automobiles are disassembled and where parts of said disassembled automobiles
are generally sold, and where the remaining automobile bodies and their com-
ponents are stored until they can be removed or reduced to scrap metal.

Basement: A story having part but not more than one-half (%) of its height
below grade. A basement shall be counted as a story for the purpose of height
regulations, if it is used for business purposes, or for dwelling purposes, by
other than a janitor employed on the premises.

Board: The Board of Zoning Appeals of Shenandoah County.

Boarding House: A building where, for compensation, lodging and meals are
provided for five (5) to thirteen (13) personmns.

Buffering (Screening): Any decorative or ornamental device or natural growth,
or a combination thereof, which shall serve as a barrier to vision or noise
between adjoining properties or a property and street, wherever required by
this Ordinance. Whenever used for screening or buffering pruposes, 'matural
growth'" shall be taken to mean trees, bushes, or shrubbery.

Building: Any structure having a roof supported by columns or walls, for the
housing, shelter, or enclosure of persons, animals, or property of any kind.

Building, Accessory: A subordinate structure customarily incidental to and
located upon the same lot occupied by the main structure.

Building Coverage: The maximum area of a lot which can be located under
roof or projection from buildings.

Building Front: That one (1) face or wall of a building which is archi-
tecturally designed as the front of the building which normally contains the
main entrance(s) for use by the general public.

Building, Height of: The height shall be measured from the average elevation of
the ground surface along the front of the building.

Building, Main: The principal building or one of the principal buildings
on a lot, or the building or one of the principal buildings housing the
principal use on the lot. ‘ :

Bulk Petroleum Products Storage: A structure(s) and/or container(s) designed
for and used as storage facilities for oil, fuel oil, or other petroleum
products, usually stored in large quantities. Such use may also consist

of facilities for the distribution of said products to customers and

storage and service of associated vehicles.
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ARTICLE VII - DEFINITIONS (cont'd)

Camps and Campgrounds, Recreational: An area, whether publicly or privately
owned, upon which are located sites for two or more travel trailers, camp-
ing trailers, truck trailers, motorhomes, or tents for seasonal or temporary
recreational occupancy. Camps include land and buildings used by recrea-
tional vehicle parks, civic, religious, and social organizations for social,
recreational, educational and/or religious activities on a seasonal basis.

Camping Trailers: A vehicular portable structure mounted on wheels, con-
structed with collapsible, partial sidewalls of fabric, plastic, or other
pliable materials for folding compactly while being transported.

Carport: A roofed space having at least one side permanently open to the
weather, primarily designed or used for parking motor vehicles.

Car Wash: A building or portion thereof containing facilities for washing
and/or waxing two (2) or more automobiles, using a chain conveyor, blower, steam
cleaning device, or other mechanical devices either by the patron or others.

Cellar: A space having more than one-half (}%) of its height below grade.
A cellar shall not be counted as a story but the exposed portion in the
front of the structure shall be counted as part of the height requirements.

Centerline: A line lying midway between the side lines of a street right-
of-way.

Certificate of Occupancy: A written statement, based on an inspection and
_signed by the Zoning Administrator, setting forth that a building, structure,
sign, and/or land complies with the Zoning Ordinance, and/or that a building,
structure, sign, and/or land mya be lawfully used for specific purposes, as
specified herein.

Circuit Court: The Circuit Court of Shenandoah County, Virginia.

Clinic: An establishment where people who are not lodged overnight are admitted
for examination and/or treatment by doctors or dentists.

Club (Lodge), Private: . Building(s) and facilities owned or operated by a cor-
poration, association, person or persons for a social, educational, or
recreational purpose, but not primarily for profit or to render a service
which is customarily carried on as a business.

Commercial: Any retail, or service business activity established to carry
on trade for a profit. '

Commission, The: The Planning Commission of Shenandoah County, Virginia.
Common Open Space: An open tract or parcel of lénd owned in undivided

interest, not devoted to structures but directly related to a development,
as herein provided. ’
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ARTICLE VII - DEFINITIONS (cont'd)

Comprehensive Plan: The Shenandoah County Comprehensive Plan, 1990,
adopted November 13, 1973. ‘

Conservation Preserve: An area specifically designated for the pro-
tection and/cr increase in number or type of wildlife, forestry or
‘unique forms of vegetation.

Construction Site: The total necessary land required for all buildings
or uses within a unified development before a Zoning Permit may be
issued.

Convalescent Home: See Nursing Home.

Cul-de-Sac: A local street, one end of which is closed and consists of
a circular turn arcund.

Dairy: A commercial establishment for the manufacture, processing, and/
or sale of dairy products.

Development: The process of erecting or causing to be erected buildings
or structures on a lot.

District: A division of terriroty within Shenandcah County within which
certain uniform standards apply under the provisions of this Ordimance.

Drive-In Restaurant: Any place or premises used for sale, dispensing,
or serving cof food, refreshments or beverages in automocbiles, including
those establishments where customers may serve themselves and may eat
or drink the food, refreshments or beverages in motor vehicles on the
premises; a refreshment stand:; a '"fast food" or primarily a 'carry

out" establishment.

Drivewav: A space or area specifically designated and reserved on a
lot for the movement of vehicles from one lot to another or from a lot
to a public street.

Duplex: A two-family residential structure; the residential units
may be asrranged one above the other, or be semi-detached.

Dwelling: Any styructure which is designed for use for residential
purposes, except hotels, boarding houses, lodging houses, tourist cabins,
motels, mobile homes, and travel trailers. All dwellings shali be
constructed in accordancz with the Shenandoah County Building Code. -

Dwelling, Multiple~Family: A structure arranged or designed to be
occupied by meore than two (2) families.

Dwelling, Semi-Detached: A dwelling unit attached to another dwelling unit
by a common wall without openings. Such structure shall be considered a
two~-family structure. )



ARTICLE VIT - DEFINITIONS (Cont'd.).

Dwelling, Single-Family: A detached structure arranged or designed
to be occupied by one (1) family, the structure having only one {1)
dwelling unit.

Dwelling, Two-Family: A structure arranged or‘designed to be occupied
by two (2) families, the structure having only two (2) dwelling units.

.. Dwelling, Unit: One or more rooms in a dwelling designed for living

tfor sleeping purposes, and having at least one (1) kitchen. All dwelling

“units shall be constructed in accordance with the Shenandoash County
Building Code.

Easement: A right given by the owner of land to another party for
specific limited use of that land.

Engineer: A person who is registered with the State Department of
Professional and Occupational Registration as a professional engineer.

Erected: Counstructed, reconstructed, moved or structurally altered.

‘Family: One (1) cr more persons related by blood, adoption, or marriage,
living and cooking together as a single housekeeping unit; or a number
..of persons, but not exceeding four {(4) persons, living and cooking

_ together as a single housekeeping unit, though not related by blood,
“adoption, or marriage.

. - Feed Lot, Commercial: A facility providing a confined area for feeding
A;ér holding animals, but not including areas used for growing crops

or vegetation for animal feed, and holding or designed to hold for

30 consecutive days or longer, one thousand or more animal units.
(animal units shall mean one (1) cow, one (1) horse, five (5) sheep,

or five (5) swine, one hundred (100) chickens, sixty-six (66) turkeys
or one hundred (100) other fowl.)

Fence: A freestanding structure of metal, masonry compositionkcr wood
or any combination thereof resting on, or partially buried in the
ground and rising above ground level, .and used for confinement, screening

or partition purposes. Trees, shrubbery, or other fcliage does not
constitute a fence.

Flood Plain: Sections of land which are subject to periodic flooding
as defined or approved by the Department of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment "Flood Insurance Study"” and accompanying maps and such other
areas may be determined by local, state or federal governmental

officials for sections of land not included in the above mentioned
study.

Floor Area: The floor area of a building cr buildings is the sum of
the gross horizontal areas of the several floors of all buildings on
the lot measured from the exterior faces of exterior walls. Floor
area shall include the area of basements when used for residential,
commercial, or industrial purposes when such are permitted, but shall
not include a basement or portion of a basement used for storage or
housing of mechanical or central heating equipment.
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ARTICLE VII ~ DEFINITIONS (Cont'd.)

Frontage: The minimum width of a lot at the bu11ding setback line':'
measured from one elde 1ot line to the other. .

Funeral Parlor, Home or Mortuary: An establishment used for human
funeral services, and may or may not include facilities for the per-
formance of autopsies, other surgical procedures, embalming or cremation.

Garage, Private: Accessory building designed or used for the storage
of private automobiles owned and used by the occupants of the building
to which it is accessory.

Garage, Public: A building or portion thereof, other than a private
garage, designed or used for servicing, repairing, equipping, renting,
selling, or storing motor vehicles.

Gasoline Service Station: See Automobile Service Station.

General Store, Country: A single store, the ground floor area of which

is a maximum of four thousand (4,000) square feet and which offers general
merchandise for sale. Gasoline may also be offered for sale but only as

a secondary activity.

Golf Course: Any golf course, publicly or privately owned; on which
the game of golf is played, including accessory uses and buildings,
but excluding gelf driving ranges.

Golf Driving Range: A limited area on which golf playeré do not walk,
but onto which they drive golf balls from a central driving tee.

Governing Body: The Board of Supervisors of Shenandoah County, Virginia.
Grade: The average of the finished ground level adjoining a building.

Health Official: The legally designated health authority of the State
Board of Health for Shenandoah County or his authorized representative.

Home Occupation: , An occupation carried on by the occupant of a dwelling
as a secondary use with no outside display of merchandise or signs other
than permitted in Section 506, :

Hospital: An institution rendering medical. surgical, obstetrical, or
convalescent care, including nursing homes, homes for the aged, and
sanatoriums, but in all cases excluding institutions primarily for
mental or feeble-minded patients, epileptics, alcoheclics, or drug
addicts. (Certain nursing homes, and homes for the aged may be 'home
occupation' if they comply with the definitions herein.)

Hotel: A building designed or occupied as the more or less temporary
abiding place for fourteen (14) or more individuals who are, for com— .
pensaticn, lodged, with or without meals, and in which provision is
not generallv made for ccoking in individual roows or suites.
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ARTICLE VII - DEFINITIONS (Cont'd.)

.

Lot, Double Frontage: An interior lot having frontage on two (2)
streets. )

Lot, Interior: Any lot other than a corﬁer lot.
Lot Line: Any boundary line of a lot.

Lot, Width of: The average horizontal distance between side lot lines.
See Frontage.

Lot of Record: A lot, a plat or description of which has been recorded
in the Office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court of Shenandeah County
at or before the date of adoption of this Ordinance.

Manufacture and/or Manufacturing: The processing and/or converting
of raw, unfinished materials, or products, or either of them, into
articles or substances of different character, or for use for a
different purpose.

Marquee: A roof-like structure or awning ploJertino over an entrance,
as to a theater.

Mobile Heme: As defined by the Shenandoah County Trailer Park Ordin-
ance. '

Mobile Home Lot: As defined by the Shenandoah County Trailer Park
Ordinance.

Mobile Home Park: As defined by the Shenandoah County Trailer Park
Ordinance. .

.Motel: A building or group of buildings containing individual rooms
or apartment accommodations primarily for transients, each of which
is provided with a separate exterior entrance and a parking space,
and offered primcipally for rental and use by motor vehicle travelers.
~The term "motel" dincludes, but is not limited to autc courts, motor
courts, motor imns, tourist courts, motor lodging, or roadside hotels.
Cooking facilities may be provided for each unit.

Motor Home: A portable structure built on and made an integral part
of a self-propelled motor vehicle chassis other than a passenger car
chassis, containing living facilities. ' :

Nonconforming Activity: The otherwise legal use of ‘a building or
structure ‘or of a tract of land that does ndt eonform te the use regu-
lations of this ordinance for the district in which it is located.
Nonconforming Lot: An otherwise legally platted lot that does not
conform to the minimum area or width requirements of the ordinance

for the distrlct in which it is 1ocated,

Nonconforming “Structure: “An’ otherwise legal building or structure
that does not conform with the lot, yard, height, lot coverage, or
other area.regualtions of -this ordinance, or is designed or intended
for a use that dees not conform: to;the use regualtions of this ordin-
ande for the district in which it is located.
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ARTICLE VII - DEFINITIONS (Cont'd.)

Non—-Profit Organization: An incorporated organization or group whose

_charter prohibits profit-making endeavors, and which enjoys tax exempt
privileges.

Nursing Home: Also known as extended care home, rest home, or con-
valescent home. A nursing facility is any place containing beds for
two (2) or more patients, established to render domiciliary and/or

- nursing care of chronicior convalescent patients-and which is properly

licensed by the State. Such terms shall include group homes serving
mentally retarded or other developmentally disabled persons.

Official Zoning Map: The legally adopted zoning map of Shenandoah

;County.

i..0f £-Street Parxlng Area: Space provided for vehicular parklnv outside

the dedicated street right-of-way.

; Parking Lot: An off-street area with an all-weather surface designed

solely for the parking of motor vehicles, including driveways, passage-

'ways, and maneuvering space.

Parking Space: An area of not less than ten (10) feet by twenty (20)
feet for each automobile or motor vehicle. Such space shall be ex-

«clusive of necessary drives, aisles, entrances, or exits and shall

be fully accessible for the storage or parking of vehicles.

- Personal Service Establishment: Any building wherein the primary oc-

cupation is the repair, care of, maintenance or customizing of personal
properties that are worn or carried about the person or are a physical

_component of the person. For the purpose of this Ordinance, personal
" service establishments shall include but need not be limited to barber

shops, beauty shops, pet grooming establishments, laundering, cleaning

~and other garment servicing establishments, tailors, dressmaking shops,
“shoe cleaning or repair shops, and other similar places of business,

but not including retail stores, offices of physicians, dentists, and
veterinarians. or dry-cleaning plants or laundries containing more

‘than 3000 square feet of floor" area, or linen or dldper service

- establlshment.

>

Plannlng Conm1531on' The Shenandoah County Planning Commission.

Principal Use: The main use of land or structures as distin iguished
from a secondary OTr accessory use.

Professional Offices: A structure designed for use by'éﬂperson or
persons in offering a service which requires specialized knowledge

gained by intensive academic preparation such as medicine, law,

engineering, dentistry and other like endeavors, and requiring licen-
sing and regulation by the State of Virginia.

“Public Utility: A business or service having an appropriate franchise

from the.:State, which is engaged in regularly supplying the public
with some commodity. or service which is of public consequence and
need, such as electr1c1ty, gas, water, sewer, transporeatlon or

.communications.

Public Water and Sewer System: A water or sewer system owned and
operated by a municipality, county, public authorlty, or owned and
operated by a private individual or a corporatlon as approved by
State regulatory aoencies. e

Pulpwood Concentration:Yard:: An area wherein pulpwood is. collected

for shipping 'to: pulp and pa@er mlils for fu*ure proce551nga

(e
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ARTICLE VII - DEFINITIONS (Cont'd.)

- Sereening: . See Buffering.

-Setback: The minimum distance by which any bu1ld1ng or structure must
'.,be separated from the front lot line.
~:Shopp1ng Center' Any group of two (2) or more commercial uses which
(a) ‘are -desigrned as a single commercial group, whether or not located
on the same lot, ¢b) are under common ownership or management, (c)
are connected by party walils, partitions, cancpies or other structural
members to form ome continuous structure, :or if located in separate
- ;buildings, are inter-connected by walkways and accessways designed
-to facilitate customer interchange between the uses, (d) share a common
- parking area, and (3); otherwise present ‘the appearance of one (1)
continuous commercial area.

-Sign: Any display of letters, words, mumbers, pictures, or any paris
. or combinations thereof, made visible for the purpose of making any-
~ thing known, which display is visible beyond the boundaries of the
parcel of land on which the same is located.

Sign Structure: : Includes the supports, uprights, bracing and/or
‘framework of. any structure, be it 'single-faced, double-faced, v-type
or otherwise exhibiting a sign.

Sign, Business: A sign which directs attention to a producL, commodity,
or service available on the premises.:

Sign, Directional: - A sign (one end of which may be pointed, or on
which an. arrow may be painted, indicating the direction to which at-
tention is called), giving the name and approximate location oniy of
the farm, or business responsible for the erection of same.

Sign, General Advertising: A sign which directs attention to a product
commodity, or service not necessarily conducted, sold, or offered upon
- the same lot where such sign is located.

Sign, Home Occupation: A sign directing attention to a product, com-
modity, or service available on the premises, but which product,
commodity, or service is clearly a secondary use of: the. dwelling.

Sign, Temporary: A sign applying to a seasonal or-other brief activity
such as, but not limited to, summer camps, horse shows, auctions, or
sale of property. Provided that no sign is displayed longer than -
seven (7) days after the conclusion of the activitv.

Site-Plan: A map of a tract or parcel of land snowLng the 1nfornat10n
as required:; under Section 511.

Special Use Permit: A permit issued for a use permitted in a particular
district by the Board of Supervisors-upon recommendation-of the Planning
Commission to occupy or use land and/or a building or structure erected
thereon for a specific purpose not permitted by right, but permitted in
accordance with standards or conditions established in this Ordinance.

.l
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ARTICLE VII - DEFINITIONS (Cont'd.)

-Story:: That portion of a building, other than .the cellar; .included
:‘between the ;surface of any floor and, the -surface of the next highest
floor. If there be no floor above, the space between the f£loor and
the ceiling next above it.

Street, (Road) : - A highway, street, avenue, boulevarﬂ. roadA lane,
-‘alley, or any public. or Drlvate right- of-way deqlgnated for vehlcular use.

Streets, Center Line of: A line lying mldway between the street right-
ow-way lines. 1 ffu; ; : :

. Street, Line: The: leldlng llne between a street or: road right of-way
and the contlguous property .

Structural Alteratlon Any change, modlflcatlon, addltlon or deletion
to an ex1st1ng structure. i . : . Lo K

Structure: Anything constructed or erected, the use:of which requires
permanent location on the ground, or attachment to somethlng having a
permanent locatlon on. the: ground ¢
Surveyor, Profe531onal: A llcensed professional surveyor, registered
in the Commonwealth of Virginia by the Department of Professional and
‘Occupational ‘-Registration as a "Surveyor This term .shall also in-
clude Land Surveyors. " u.oo7 b i X BENREA

Theater, Indoor: A building designed and/or used primarily for the
" commercial exhibition of motion pictures to the general publlc or
used for the performance of plays. S

- Tourist Home: A building where lodging only ‘is provided for compen-
sation for up to fourteen (14) persons (in contradlctlon to hotels
and boardrng houses) and- open to transients. S

Townhouse: A building consisting of dwelling units arranged, designed,
-and each intended for and occupied exclusively by one family; said
building consisting of not less than three nor more than ‘€ight (8)
attached dwelling units with a semi-detached unit on each end thereof
being included within the aforesaid minimum and maximum numbers; each
dwelling unit shall be separted by an unpierced party wall going to
the roof and contain at least two (2) and not more than twc ‘and one-
half (2%) storles, and each dwelling unit having at least one (1)

' “separate entrance from the outside.

Trailer: As defined by the Shenandoah County Trailer Park Ordlnance.

Trailer Park or Trailer Camp: As deflned by Artlcle I of the Shenandoah
County Trailer Park Ordinance. i

Travel Trailer Park or Travel Trailer Camp: A site where travel trailers

(recreatlon vehlcles) are Parked temporarlly in conJunctlon ‘with travel,
recreation, or vacation. = -
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ARTICLE VII - DEFINITIONS (Cont'd.)

‘= Use: The purpose‘or’attivity for which a piece of land or its buildings
- is designed, arranged, or ‘interided, or for- whlch 1t s occupied or main-
wtained. R conoodn o, ‘ - e

Variance: A relaxation of the terms of the zoning ordinance where

" such wvariance will not be contrary to the public interest and where,
» .owing to conditions peculiar to the property’and net the résult of

the action of the applicant, a literal enforcement of the ordinance

<2 would result in 'wunnecessary and undue: hardship. “As.used:in: this

Ordinance, a variance is authorized only for height; area, and size
of structure or size of yards and open spaces; establishment or ex-

‘i pansion of a:use otherwige prohibited:.shall-not be allowed by variance,

nor shall a variance be granted because:of the presence. of ‘monconform-
itles in the zonlng dlStrlCt or ad301n1ng zon1ng dlstricts.

Veterlnary Hospltal A fac1lity renderlng surglcal and med1cal treat-
ment to animals, and having no 11m1tation on overnlght accommodatlons

: nfor such animals.‘>;; S IS TR S : U

Wholesale (Stores, Bu31nesses, Establishments) éale.of goods for re-
sale and not for direct consumption. Sales prlmarily to retailers

"and not Cconsumerse:=: - ARSI

! Winery. A commercial esfablishment for the process1ng of agrlcultural

products into wine and related products and for the sale thereof.

~~Yard: An open space on a lot other than a court unoccupied and un-
» obstructed from the ground. upward by structures except as otherwise

provided herein.

Yard, Front: .The minimum open space on the same lot asla,building,

- between ‘the .front line of the building (excluding steps),:.or use where

applicable, and the.front.-lot or .street line, and extending across the
full width of the lot.

&)

Yard Rear The minlmum open unoccupled space on the same lot as a

building or use, between the rear line of the building (excludlng steps

“and -accessory bulldlng), or, use where applicable, and the rear line of
the -lot and -extending the full width .of the lot.

:-Yard Side: The—mlnlmum open, unoccupled space on the same lot as a
~building or use between the side line of the building (excludlng steps)

or use and the side line of the lot,. -and extending from the front yard
line to the rear yard line.

.

' 1 E .
Zoning Admlnistrator' See Administrator.

.Zoning Map: The 0ffic1a1 Zonlng Map of Shenandoah Countv, Virginla,

and all amendments thereto.

(Zoning Permits' A certlflcate lssued by the Zonlng Admlnlstrator for

authorizing the uses of land and/or structure(s\ as requlred by this
Ordinance.

€1



	zoning1978.pdf
	zoningmap.pdf
	zoning1978
	zoning1978

