








Vision

Fueled by renewable energy, a robust river-based
economy supports diverse, sustainable agriculture;
environmentally conscious industry; recreational
tourism; and historic preservation.

The Shenandoah is a protected watershed respected
by local communities that value its beauty and
unique character as a swimmable, drinkable, and
fishable (fish safe for consumption) national treasure
and natural resource.

Charting a Course to the Future: How We Get There

The Shenandoah Riverkeeper convened two
workshops and three forums on the future of the
Shenandoah watershed. Participants created a shared
vision, upheld by an understanding that leadership
rests with local stakeholders. They also identified six
broad goals, achievable within a few years, supported
by specific steps toward the long-term vision.

stricts
to convene agricultural symposiums on the value of
fencing livestock out of waterways, to encourage the
use of nutrient management plans to match nitrogen
amount and timing with crop needs, and to inform
farmers and the public about the process of obtaining
assistance for additional best management practices.

Forum particspants focused their conversations on soinrons.
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Public and private needs and values are balanced in
determining use of the water and our floodplains.
Ephemeral (seasonal) streams and ponds are
protected for their role in sustaining biodiversity and
providing a natural clean water filter. Stormwater
runoff is minimized, regulated, and carefully
monitored.

People of all backgrounds and income levels
have access to the water. Ongoing education
through a variety of venues and vehicles ensures
that watershed users appreciate and steward the
Shenandoah River and its tributaries.

Greatly expand riparian vegetated buffers along all
creeks, streams, and rivers.

Consider regulatory measures to exclude cattle

from the river by 2025 to meet the goals of the
Chesapeake Bay Watershed Implementation Plan.
Create a riparian buffer maintenance fund that pays
contractors to maintain best management practices at
no cost to farmers.

Require that poultry integrators (industry) safely
dispose of litter, rather than leaving the task to their
farmers.

To reduce runoff, encourage developers and local
goverment to mandate permeable surfaces for
driveways and parking areas in planning documents
and ordinances where possible, especially for \

commercial and public buildings.

us” language in
town and county comprehensive plans. Support
agriculture by protecting farmland and encouraging
residential and commercial development in existing
towns served by municipal water and sewer
treatment plants.
















