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What does it mean to be Rural?
Webster’s New World Dictionary (Third College Edition) 
defines “rural” as “of or characteristic of the country, 
country life, or country people; rustic”, also, “living in 
the country”, and “having to do with farming; 
agricultural”. The derivation of the word has its root in 
the Latin rus (gen. ruris), meaning “the country” and in 
the Indo-European base rewos, meaning “to open, 
Room”.
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What does it mean to be Rural?
The meaning of “rural” conveys physical and visual attributes such as working farms, with large tracts of open, 

undeveloped land, and retaining a mostly open appearance. The viewscape is protected, with a landscape dominated 

by farm fields, open pasture and cropland, scenic mountains and ridges, and large tracts of woodland with a diversity of 

native and natural vegetation. Large tracts of undeveloped land remain available for rural recreation. Residential 

development does not dominate the landscape, nor is the primary or principal pattern of land use: there is a lack of 

congestion, “country roads” are adequate, with clean air, clean rivers and streams, clean edges to villages and towns, 

and dark skies. Suburban development patterns are not present, but rather, low density residential development persists, 

enabling continued agricultural activity. Historic sites and landmarks are preserved. Service areas, with public water and 

sewer available, are compact yet retaining the small town atmosphere and confined to designated growth areas, in and 

around the existing towns, and where cooperative planning between the towns and county ensures the preservation of 

open space in the unincorporated areas. Local businesses and commercial development are in balance with the 

community. Taxation policy promotes agriculture and open space.
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If We Are Rural, What Is Suburban?
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What Is Urban? Is It This?
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The Urban Form Exists In All Sizes:
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We Were Once Urban
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Are cars the issue?
On Average The Normal Person From ______ Spends:
Basye: 13,860 minutes
Edinburg: 13,530 minutes
Maurertown: 13,280 minutes
Mount Jackson: 26,490 minutes
New Market: 21,770 minutes
Strasburg: 108,870 minutes
Toms Brook: 5,475 minutes
Woodstock: 46,130 minutes
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In A Car



Are cars the issue?
On Average The Normal Person From ______ Spends:
Basye: 9 Days, 15 Hours
Edinburg: 9 days, 9 Hours, 30 Minutes
Maurertown: 9 days, 5 Hours, 20 Minutes 
Mount Jackson: 18 Days, 9 Hours, 30 Minutes
New Market: 15 Days, 2 Hours, 50 Minutes
Strasburg: 75 Days, 14 Hours, 30 Minutes
Toms Brook: 3 Days, 19 hours,15 Minutes
Woodstock: 32 Days, 50 Minutes 
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In A Car



Introduction To Townscape

“There are advantages to be gained from the 
gathering together of people to form a town.”

“One building standing alone in the countryside is 
experienced as a work of architecture, but bring a half 
dozen buildings together and an art other than 
architecture is made possible.”
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The Creation of Here and There
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Space And Infinity & Deflection
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Rural Spaces In Urban Places          Public V Private
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New Market’s Value Per Acre

Jacksons Corner Cafe
Land: $18,700
Improvement: $563,000
Total: $581,700
Acres: 0.086
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9297 Travellers Court
Land: $38,000
Improvement: $128,600
Total: $166,600
Acres: 0.071

162 Tee Court
Land: $58,000
Improvement: $380,300
Total: $438,300
Acres: 0.528



New Market’s Value Per Acre

Jacksons Corner Cafe

$6,763,950
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9297 Travellers Court

$2,346,480
162 Tee Court

$825,568
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