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BACKGROUND

In the spring and summer of 2023, the Citizen’s Advisory Committee organized five public review events
across Shenandoah County in order to solicit ideas and guidance from the public on the future of the County. That
plan for the future is called the Comprehensive Plan and it impacts every aspect of one’s life from where you live
and work, to where you can go out to eat, where the nearest fire station is located, and what view you see when
traveling around the County. The Citizen’s Advisory Committee, or more commonly known as the CAC, was first
formed in 2005. They are comprised of 12 citizen members with two representatives from each of the six Electoral
Districts of the County and are appointed by the Board of Supervisors. The CAC also has a representative from the
Planning Commission.

The Citizen’s Advisory Committee and Shenandoah County have launched Shenandoah 2045: A Future
Together, a community built plan for our County and all those who have a connection to it. The planning process
has unfolded over four years with majority of the community collaboration occurring from 2020-2022, with input
in 2023-2024. As the next Comprehensive Plan is developed, we invite everyone to let us and the community know
their ideas on the future of Shenandoah County.

The comprehensive plan is a community’s guide to the future, its north star. It represents the shared vision that
the community holds from where public investments in resources such as schools and roads should go, and where
private investment, such as the development of housing and businesses, should occur. While the 20-year vision
serves as the, “big picture,” of where the community intends to go or the ultimate development of the community,
most plans focus on five year increments to ensure the goals and actions recommended are measurable and
achieved.

Since 1980, the State of Virginia has required localities to adopt a comprehensive plan and perform related
planning activities. The State also requires that comprehensive plans are revised in their entirety every 20 years and
updated every five years with substantial updates at the ten year mark. While the State of Virginia requires every
locality to have a comprehensive plan, localities benefit as they give the community a level of protection for their
future, provide a picture of what the community wants to be to the outside world, and provides a path for grant and
funding providers to understand the public improvements we want to make from our schools and Internet to parks.

Currently, we are in the process of updating our entire Comprehensive Plan for the next 20 years, looking to
what Shenandoah County could be in the year 2045. This effort began in the fall of 2019, when we launched a
community survey in March of 2020. We understand that the survey may not capture everything, For this new
comprehensive plan we engaged and informed the public through 11 District Information Sessions, 14 Community
Collaboration Sessions, and five Community Review Sessions which are explained in this report.

The new Comprehensive Plan is proposed to have eleven chapters: Historical, Cultural, and Scenic Resources,
Water Resources, Agricultural, Forestal, and Geological Resources, Economic Development, Housing, Community
Facilities and Resources, Education, Health, Emergency Services, Infrastructure, and Technology, Recreation,
and Transportation. In addition, the Comprehensive plan has a vision statement which seeks to summarize the
purpose of the Plan. Shenandoah County’s vision statement is to strictly adhere to the goals and objectives of the
Comprehensive Plan in order to maintain the rural aspects and the character of Shenandoah County so it continues
to be -

1. A responsible steward conserving, preserving, and protecting our environmental, recreational, historic,
cultural, and scenic resources for residents and visitors; and

2. A unique place to live with responsible policies, public services, and quality education that enhance the
quality of life and promotes appropriate growth within and limits growth outside our towns, villages, and hamlets so
that agricultural areas and other open green spaces remain a predominant feature of the landscape; and

3. A great place to work encouraging entrepreneurship, innovative and appropriate businesses and industries
with a versatile trained workforce and varied jobs that pay a living wage; and

4. A collaborative community that continues to work with private and public entities to ensure Shenandoah
County is healthy and vibrant.

This report seeks to provide a clear picture of the information gathered at the 5 Community Review Sessions.

2



EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Nearly 800 people attended one of
the 5 Community Review Sessions that
were held in the spring and summer
of 2023 between May 6th and July
22nd. Participants were engaged at five
existing community events and festivals.
Below is a word cloud showing the most
frequently used words, also visualized
in a bar chart to the right of the word
cloud. We also ran a word web analysis,
seen right, to see the overall connected
narratives from all engagement results:
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Participants were asked to sort their ideas into different posters including thepro};osed chapters and some
major projects that could occur in the future. The information helps answer many questions held previously
including the main question from the previous report, “What should we implement or encourage first?” The answer
this report responds with is that the draft of the new Comprehensive Plan is supported by the public but there is
a desire for more emphasis on protecting agricultural and forestal land, promoting a variety of affordable types of
housing, making safe trails and bus routes, and supporting more development like downtown in more places.

Data on each chapter reveals the following statements:

e AT Al S

Protect historic assets and use as a model for future development, but avoid too restrictive requirements.
Wiater is a precious resource and will determine future development, we must plan for future water sources.
Protect prime farmland, we need to protect our natural green spaces and support our agricultural producers.
The right industry can bring tax revenue and jobs, we should also focus on revitalizing downtowns.
Housing should be habitable, affordable, secure, and near amenities through zoning and county guidance.
We need a community that supports seniors, hosts music events, and has a variety of authentic restaurants.
Schools are overcrowded at Central and Strasburg, need proper space and amenities for quality education.
Support response victims, have birthing options, care for the disabled, retain employees, and aging in place.

9. Better cell service in our downtowns and more community and government involvement in software.
10. Increase river access, railroad looks awful should be a trail, and need more park space for families and dogs.
11. Reduce speed in villages, gravel roads unsafe, love ShenGO, and need to alleviate interstate traffic.

Overall respondents want a rural, walkable, affordable, interesting, and friendly community all can call home.

While this summary attempts to cover everything we heard, we encourage you to read more in the full report.
As we look the future we must ask, “How can we empower departments and agencies to implement this vision?”
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LAYOUT

Community Review Session Event

« )

POSTER WALLC

POSTER WALL A
T 11V 831504

POSTER WALLD POSTER WAILLD

Overview of the event layout

There were five Community Collaboration Sessions at existing events held in the spring and summer of 2023,
all of which took place over the course of 77 days between May 6th and July 22nd. The layout for the Sessions
was first developed in the fall of 2022 and spring of 2023 based on the desires of the CAC concerning follow up
discussions from the Community Collaboration Sessions in the spring and summer of 2022. Members expressed
the need to ask the public to review the first draft of the comprehensive plan so we can ask what’s right, wrong, or
missing?

The layout was finalized in two discussions and one mock meeting, the first discussion was held on April 26th
and the second and the mock meeting took place on May 3rd. These discussions informed the CAC that there
needed to be more of a variety of input opportunities and scrapped the ideas for a second round of walking tours
and office hour type walk in sessions in lieu of further community outreach and information.

Purpose of Community Review Sessions:

Seck feedback on the maps, visions, goals, and objectives through engage multiple members of different
communities in Shenandoah County at existing events and online input to inform if we accurately captured the
public’s vision for the future.

First Interaction

“Hi! We need your input on the future of Shenandoah County and (Insert Town/Community Name). This
plan will impact the next 20 years of our community including schools, roads, housing, our rural nature, and the
economy. We have posters with visioning statements, goals, and objectives to achieve them listed and we need your
help in letting us know if you agree, don’t, or want to see more aspects for each. We also have maps here showing
what the future of our County and this community could look like based on what we’ve heard so far and we need
your help in letting us know if this looks like the future you want, or don’t. Let us know if we can help in any way!”
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Lego Table Map The Future

Lego Input Table Activity #1 Mapping Assets And Improvements
As people entered the tent, a few Lego pieces were
given to them and a questionnaire and a map of the
County. Participants took the Legos and placed them Village the event is taking place. As participants enter
on the table where they thought stores, restaurants, the tent they were given a map of the County and told
factories, homes, sidewalks, roads, and parks could go  that they could note the places they like, places they want
in their ideal community. Unlike the previous year, the  improved, and other places of importance on the map.
map represented a specific intersection in the community There were also paper maps for them to give input on
of the event and was set up prior to look like the specific villages and hamlets in the County. There were
community. Participants were encouraged to discuss with QR codes that could be scanned that took participants
their neighbors why they chose to place bricks where
they placed them and how it helped to improve the
community. Participants were able to place as many bricksto even after the event is over. Participants were guided
as they wished as well as move any bricks. Pictures were and explained how the activity works and told that if they
taken of the table as the event progressed.

The table was set up with two large paper maps
with one of the entire County and one of the Town/

to an online map where they could draw their ideas for
the community on a map that everyone can contribute

want to share their individual maps there was a drop box
beside the table.

MAP THE FUTURE!
iMAPA EL FUTURO!

Build Your Own Community

Construye Tu Propia Comunidad
ments go here. mejoras aqui.

Hi! Welcome to the Lego Table where you can map your
deas community in 3-D.
[There are three colors that you can use to depict the types o
uses you'd like to see in your ity, and your
nity's identity is defined depending on how and where you
place them. Villages,/Hamlets: Consider details of where im- 3. Comunidades: Considere los detalles de dénde

Lego Table, dande puede map idad de ideas en 3-D, provemanis go here fob.
. Legend

Wa have three types of maps available for youte  Tanemes tras tipos de mapas disponibles para que
provide your input with drawing on the maps: proepordone su entrada con el dibujo en los mapas:

County: Think big or small for this map. 1. Condade: Piense en grande o pequeiic.
. Town: Consider the details of where improve - 2. Pueblo: Considere los detalles de dénde van las

M

o

van las mejoras aqui fambién.

Legend / leyenda

Hay fres colores que puede usar para representor los fipas de usas que le gustario ver en —
bu comunidad, y b identidod de su comunidod se define segin céma y dénde los colo- -
e, csew

~—— Railroad . 2-4 Story . Float Path
re are no rules to the Lego board except for what the colors and bricks represent. That —— Driveviay 2-4 Pises Ruta Flotante
eans that you can place blocks anywhere be them side by s'ide, far apart, or stacked up. s 4-6 Siory Street Improvements
also means that you can move, or remove, blocks and pieces that are already on the 4-6 Pises EEER | \sjoras de calles
board. Its up to you to shape the community as you like it. Road Type . )
e 7+ Story Public Transit
Mo hoy regles pora el toblero de porla bos codores v bos ladrillea. Ese significa que puede colocar bla- 7+ Pises W st Poblice
e o cuslquier lugar, yo sea uno o lade del otro, separades o epilades, Ese tambidn sgrifice que puades mover o eliminar blogues Primclry
piezas que yo es16n en of toblere. Depende de usted dor ferme o le comunided & w guste. ) PUbliC Building de
Private Edificio piblico S Sendero
- School Access
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Visions From The FuturePoster Wall

Activity #2: Map Variations

The table will had options for different futures that
their community could see and participants were asked
to rate which ones they liked and did not like as well as
provide feedback as to why. The visions were arranged
in three maps of each community with each showing
one house built every year for 20 years for a total of
20 houses. The first map showed what our current

regulations allow, the second showed what the community

could look like with restrictions within a ¥4 or 1/8 mile
radius, the third showed the same density as the nearest
Town.
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Activity #3 Poster Wall

The wall of the tents were lined with posters to pro-
vide information to participants and those who passed
through the tent. There were three categories for posters
based on where they were in the tent with A on the right,
B on the left, and C at the back of the tent. Below is a
description of the posters:

A. Town And County Comprehensive Plans

B. Chapter Input
C. Specialty Posters

a. River Access, Parks, And the Rail Trail
b. Preference surveys with images on housing,

infrastructure, shared transportation, and appearance.

c. Future Education and Recreation Facilities

Community Survey And Posters
Encuesta comunitaria y carteles

|We have four types of areas available: Te cuatro tipos di

1. County: Learn about the County’s planning pro- 1, Condado: Infé sobre el pi de planifi-
cess and give input. cacion del condado y dé su opinion.

2. Town: Learn abeout Town Planning and comment 2. Pueble: Aprende sobre Urbanisme y

on the Town,
13. Special Projects: Provide input on projects from
river access to roadways.

4. Comment Box: Under the table is a box where
you can drop ideas.

sobre el Pueblo.
3. Proyectos Especiales: Proporcionar informacion
sobre proyectos como acceso al rio o calles.

4. Cuadro de comentarios: debajo de la mesa hay
un cund'n donde puede dejar ideas.

.:,:_El

How you can give input:
* Take the Survey

*+ Share on Facebook.
* Take the Map Survey.

* Sign up for our email newslatter.

* Help cthers attend an avent.
= Engoge your neighbors,
ICémo puedes dar tu entrada:

* Tomer la encuesia

+ Compartr an Facebook

+ Rechic la Encustia d mapas

* Rogiiress pora musko bolefn slecrbnic

SCAN ME - ESCANEAME

or shenandoahcountyva.us/future

* Apudar o olios 3 s @ un et

* Hobla con s vecnor

*Hint! The comment box is a great way to give input that you don’t want the public to see. We will include]
[your input in our final analysis but it Il just be between you and us.
una excelente

fién om nusestre andlisis final, pere serd solo entre vsted y nasotres.

dusea que ol piblico vea. Inchuiremes su opine




How Should Our Towns,
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Rail Trail - Sendero Ferroviario.

Shared Transportation - Transporte Compartido.
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‘What amenities or atmesphore does Strasburg have that
you feel meke it a place to call hame?

winrten an un huger paro Bemar hogor?

‘What de you think about the existing residentially
zoned land thot Bes sutside the Tewn limits of

Woodsteck induding alang the old waterline slang
Route 427

Shauld Strashurg creote lot shondards spexific to Tiny Houses?
Deberia de lotes

‘What da you think of the Woodstock Lofts project,
‘would you like to see more housing opportunities like it?
iQué opinos del proyeno Woodstod Lofi? ;Te gustoria ver mds.
oportynidodes de viviendo similores?
Where can high density residentiol be developed to
create Workforce [a“udda le) Housing?

siviendas (asequibles] para o fuerza laberal?
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District 2:
Mount Jackson Big Band Bash

Date: May 6th, 2023

Time: 10:00am - 2:00pm

Address: 5901 Main St, Mt Jackson, VA 22842

Attendees: 232
Vision / Challenges

Hconomic Development
. More testivals and events in town o

Keep it the way it is

Keep it the way it is

Keep it as it is now

Keep it they way it is

Keep it like it is

Like Bryce

Keep urban feel, no sprawl

Be just like it is connected with

community more youth activities

Keep taxes down
Too many nova people

(x4)
More stuff downtown year round
(x4)

Small local businesses no chains (x2)
People don’t wanna work. People
should wanna work.

More technology based jobs

Better economy more opportunities
for businesses more industry

More development

Breweries in small hamlets/villages
List of vendors for towns by
chamber

More open to businesses coming in,
mega site kids have to leave county
now to live

Health

Support response &
victims

Historic, Cultural, Scenic
*  Preserve historic sites
¢ Keep memorials

More affordable options to live

here (x2)

*  Need senior living facility ( com-
munity style) more home health
care

*  More affordable places to rent in
town

*  More affordable hosing for work-
force with well maintained

. Want to live 5 minutes from work,
tech jobs

. Help homeless

Emergency Services, Inf, Tech

*  Competition for shentel
Support police

* Better safety everyone
should know everyone

*  No big solar facilities

* Better government

Keister Park

Key Takeaways From The Event:
¢ Keep it the way it is as much as possible

¢ Increase the number of restaurants in Town

*  More year-round activities downtown

e More festivals and events

e More things for kids to do like games
¢ More affordable housing options in Town

ater Resources

Ag, Forestal, Geologica

No Input e Protect farmland
. Like wineries
. Situation where new vineyard is
established next to an existing
farm; existing farm uses herbicide
that can harm grapes; how can this
conflict be prevented/addressed?
. Keep farms in rural areas
. Like rural area protect it,
conservation stop development
on farms
. Reduce pollution and litter clean
Education
. fore stuff for kids to do (x *  Better school stick to topics
. Nice sit down rest?urants diners (x4) More spaces for tennis courts,
Games and fun things to do (x2) R
Chic fil a (x2) one at each high school
Support more things like Jon Henrys More stuff for the kids, stuff
. Grocery store in New Market 1
More scl)cial spaces to meet people to do, field IS
. More street lights esp at intersections Improve teacher resources
. Store to buy clothes
. Protect sense of community
. Honor a funeral process
. Make it more trendy

. Bring skate rink back in Woodstock
Recreation

. ndoor poo .
*  Exercise centers .
e  Things for kids: skating park,
group activities for youth that
are safe

Make the rail to trail happen
*  Support more river access

.

e River access

Adequate street parking
Shengo is a blessing,
need Bryce route for
elders

Bus to Basye

No Input

No Input
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Like ‘

What Should Shenandoah County Be?

Dislike .

Wilderness ; & Suburban (2)
e N
s Rural (2) " Super Urban

©)

How Should Our Towns, Villages, And Hamlets Look?
A = 2 Cookie
f Cutter (2)

: Abandoned
ey

Shared Transportation

| Amtrak in

i Staunton and

" Martinsburg (1)

Where should we build trails to and whetre do we need

new parks and outdoor spaces in Mount Jackson?
*  Better hours for swimming pool love tods playground
*  Greenway on mill creek with viewing

*  For rails to trails

What would you like to see in Mount Jackson’s historic

district and what would you not like to see?

*  Marketing person for MJ

*  Love to spend money in MJ

*  Stop seeing things close

*  Have more essential amenities like grocery stores in downtown
*  Real restaurant sit down, steaks shrimp

*  Something for school age kids discovery museum
*  Restore old buildings

*  Public art “love works” at covered bridge

*  Open the theater

*  More family restaurants at lunch

*  More space for young kids to play

*  Make downtown as alive as hburg mall

*  More store options downtown

¢ Love the small towns & affordable

*  More business in town, places to eat hamburger

*  Brewery

Like ‘
Where Should New Buildings Occur?
Vacant Lots :

1
pai(2)

Dislike .
. Prime Soils
ey

Flood Areas
ey

Forests (1)

Rail Trail

Overlooks (2)*  Keep rail system for freight

and tourists, no bike trail, and
zero solar farms

Dog Parks (1)

Interesting
M Architecture
Build the rail trail
Overlooks draw a lot of people

Cozy café

Build the rail trail

*  More parks for dogs

Rails to trails mixed use
Rail trail would be fabulous

What types of clean businesses and industries would you
like to see in Mount Jackson?

*  More nice restaurants *  Local art galleries
*  More restaurants e  Crafts venue
*  Any kind of restaurants *  More restaurants more shops

e Limit solar facilities

What types of uses should be allowed along the Rail Trail

in Mount Jackson?

¢ Hands on activities for kids
*  Hotelin MJ
¢ More festivals

What does Edinburg have that bring you back to Town
again and again?
* A theater
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District 4
Woodstock ArtFest

Date: June 24th, 2023 Key Takeaways From The Event:
¢ Keep the rural individual small town feel
Time: 11:00am - 2:00pm e Love the parks in the area, need more safe trails
¢ Need more affordable housing here and in region
Address: 103 N Main St, Woodstock, VA 22664 e More housing and care for senior and elderly
e Support schools with space and quality education

Attendees: 223 ¢ More amenities in the southern end of County

Vision / Challenges ater Resources
No Input No Input No Input ¢ Love mountains
* Like nature and friendly
people
* Being able to continue
farming
Education

Hconomic Development

° iiiore restaurants, et!mc

*  More agrotourism *  More affordable housing *  Drop off and pick up at the

restaurants and breakfaste  Affordable to commute food, outdoor café in schools is atrocious

. h end of the Count Mote support for staff / teachers

places to Winchester from here south end of the Lounty New school WW Robinson is the

*  More festivals and events®  Need more housing Well funded libraries second biggest in the state, small

. . Morte profesmonal hbrary classes are better
options in Strasburg - i .
positions *  Anything to help kids take

One level living for
people over 60

_Emergency Services, Inf, Tech
e Shenandoah Memorialis®  Better wift and cell

nicer than Rockingham
Memorial, mote
personal, less corporate

e Add elderly rural
services for aging in
place

Future Land Use Map

service downtown

Keister Park

More amenities in southern
end of the County to
reduce driving

Recreation
° Recreation center 1s great °
L]

Pickleball courts

Love Seven Bends State Park
Sauna in recreation center
Love Seven Bends State Park
Find safe trails around

Love Maurertown Park and
mountains and access to them

Wagner Park
<

ownership of their own learning
Morte support for schools

Add a north Interstate exit at
Woodstock to alleviate traffic
congestion in Woodstock
Pave Deer Rapids Road and
make it public

Safe places to bike

Get bikes off main roads,
unsafe

Don't be Frederick County No Input No Input No Input
. Love the community

Keep it rural
. Hate Frederick County, know its

limiting for taxes, love mountains and
agrotourism
Smaller, wider here, keep it rural, no
suburbs, friendly here
Like camping and being outdoors, nicer
and more affordable than West Virginia,
quiet nice people

. On option H, No, absolutely not. Let
the small towns be small
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Like ‘
What Should Shenandoah County Be?
Rural (4)

Dislike .

©)

Our Towns, Villages, And Hamlets Look?
" Walkable (3) &8 el Cookie
o Cutter (1)

Shared Transportation

W Amtrak in

. Staunton and

' Martinsburg (2)

How should V-ve use $8 Million?

What do you think about the existing residentially zoned
land that lies outside the Town limits of Woodstock
including along the old waterline along Route 42?

*  Worry about infrastructure, focus on current Town boundaries

Which amenities do you leave the County for that would *

be better if centrally located in Woodstock?
*  More sidewalks, especially on Water Street

How can we motivate certain property owners in
Edinburg to take better care of their properties?
¢ Find funds or condemn it

What would you like to see downtown Edinburg so it is
more of an active place to be?

¢ Loved the old bank there on Main Street
¢ More businesses

E Suburban (1)

Like ‘
Where Should New Buildings Occur?
7 Vacant Lots

Dislike .

Tourist train, steam train, with
trail

Overlooks (2)*

Wildlife (2)

Interesting
Architecture

W, (1)
Build the trail
*  Rail Trail would be great!
e Kaeister Park idea is awesome!
*  Torget the rail, it’s a money
sink, get the trail
*  Love the rail trail

Housing Styles

What should the area outside and around Woodstock
look like?

*  Keep development away from the State Park

What do you think of the Woodstock Lofts project,

would you like to see more housing opportunities like it?

Great idea, more of these and mixed use places

*  Keep old buildings and renovate them, that’s why I moved here,
especially mixed use

*  Great but need more affordable housing

How could we connect the Mill, CCC Museum, and other
amenities in Edinburg to the Rail Trail?
*  Have feeder trails connect it with parking

What do you think about the existing residentially zoned
land that lies outside the Town limits of Woodstock

including along the old waterline along Route 42?
*  Worry about infrastructure, focus on current Town boundaries
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District 3:
Fort Valley Independence Parade

Date: July 4th, 2023 Key Takeaways From The Event:
* Need separated bike routes through Fort Valley
Time: 10:00am - 12:00pm ¢ Limit and reduce development in Fort Valley

e Only allow development on existing lots
Address: 7091 Fort Valley Rd, Fort Valley, VA 22652 e Put resources where people already travel for them
¢ Need a Chick-Fil-A in Woodstock

Attendees: 151 ¢ Need new schools for the Central Campus
Vision / Challenges Historic, Cultural, Scenic ater Resources Ag, Forestal, Geologica
No Input No Input No Input ¢ Love mountains
* Like nature and friendly
people

* Being able to continue
farming

Hconomic Development W]&lumdon
No Input No Input . ore daycare tacilities ¢  Better educational

*  Chick-fil-a opportunities

¢  People should know ¢ Edinburg kids should go
each other, have festivals to Central Schools

e Its not all about money, * New schools at Central
its about community

G <y Services, Inf Tech
. ttention to needs for No Input . ike the public No Input

disabled people swimming pools

Wagner Park
<

No Input No Input No Input No Input
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Like ‘

What Should Shenandoah County Be?

Dislike .

Rural (4) e Suburban (3)
Wilderness Estates (3)
€)

We’ve heard requests for Fort Valley specific zoning.

Right now we allow one house for every 10 - 15 acres.

What should that number be and what uses should be

allowed in the Fort, what should not be allowed?

*  Remove dwellings as a use in A-1 and C-1

¢ No huge development, no small lots, no multifamily

e Less road trash

¢ Keep it as it is, moved here because of the way it is
now

* No more subdivisions

* Just develop what we have available, no more
divisions

e Limit divisions per road

e Don’t allow Airbnb by right

* Keep it secluded and rural, keep taxes low

«  Keep development in the Towns, on water and sewer, *

no wells and septics

e Stop breaking up lots from farms

* Roads can’t handle new development, too many
people moving out here

* Preserve the community

* Don’t allow divisions in the Fort, can’t put the land
back together

*  Reduce development in Fort and make it hard for
development

VDOT plans to pave all roads in Shenandoah County

over the next 100 years. Are there roads that should not

be paved?

e I've eaten dust long enough, pave them all, don’t
upgrade roads

* Pave Mine Mountain

What would you like to see downtown Edinburg so it is

more of an active place to be?

*  Morte restaurants , outdoor activities, bands in the
summer

Like .

Where Should New Buildings Occur?

Dislike .

™ Prime Soils

©)

Rail Ttrail

* This will take bike traffic
off Fort Valley Road,
and is healthy

Rail trail would make life
so much better

Concerns on bikers on Fort Valley Road has spurred in-

terest in a separated bike lane to divert the bikes to a safe

space. Where else do we need bike lanes?

¢  Get the bikes off the road

*  Roads are for tractors and cars, not bikes

* Parking areas for bike routes so they don’t park along
the road

* Bike lanes atop mountains, away from roads

¢ No bicyclists on Fort Valley Road

Get bikes off the road, no room for bike lanes,

separated bike lanes needed

¢ People in the Fort need to drive more carefully

¢ Have recommended roads to bike on, see map

Would you rather have more amenities in Fort Valley or

be able to travel to Woodstock for them?

* No hotels or condos

¢ Let Woodstock grow, keep the Fort rural

*  Chick-fil-a in Woodstock

*  More shopping options in Woodstock like in
Harrisonburg or Winchester

* Everyday needs in Woodstock

*  Better medical needs in Woodstock

e Amazon solves my problems

¢ Martins and nice womens clothing store in
Woodstock

What types of improvements would you like to see to
make Edinburg more walkable?
* Bigger park
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District 6:
Strasburg Front Porch Friday

Date: July 21st, 2023

Time: 6:00pm - 8:00pm

Key Takeaways From The Event:

Address: 174 E King St, Strasburg, VA 22657 .

Attendees: 106

Vision / Challenges
No Input

* More industry to .
increase the tax base and
keep jobs local

¢ BBQ shop

¢ Love downtown, very  *

active and thriving
¢ Not enough businesses *

Health
No Input .

Future Land Use Map

Emergency Services, Inf, Tech

Keister Park

Historic, Cultural, Scenic ater Resources

No Input .

in Burope, build in the
inner-cities and keep
farmland .
No more housing way
too expensive .
Wanted land and space
from DC

Reuse old buildings in

Town
Stop housing

development on farms,
there is no water for new

houses

Feel sate living here

Wagner Park

Love live music and community events in Town

Love downtown want more amenities & connectivity

Protect rural areas from housing
Invest in Town and use vacant buildings and lots

Concerns on water supply for the future

More amenities for the senior population

Suggests septic pump .
out every five years

- alternative idea or
additional: pump out when.
property changes hands -«
Increase amount of water
in the river, concerns

on the impact of new .
buildings

Beauty and family and parks and music
brings tourists *
Love the theater in Woodstock
Live music bands brings tourists
Love the County Fair

New grocery store .
Ice cream and things for kids to do
Love music, brings tourists

Community theater

Live music and good friends and

bakery and grocery store brings us

out here

Scenic beauty and music brings

tourists

Like music events, brings outsiders

here

Love fitness center with the County
Wish we knew people walking on the
street

Like family oriented events

Many seniors do not have family to
support them

Community theater

Take care of seniors bettet, have

people go and check on them and get
them groceries

Recreation
* Rail trail 1s a great idea *

Rail road looks awful,
perfect place for weeds
and ticks, concerns on
removing the rail .
More river access points

Ag, Forestal, Geologica

More trees in town and
everywhere

Use zoning to protect natural
green space

Stop building in the rural area
Protect farmland or all the
beauty will be lost

Stop building so much in the
rural areas

Love the green space, tree hugger

Education

Smart development hke . i ore jranes ani 1Erary positions .

Schools are overcrowded
Build schools, burn
houses

Daycare for younger kids
Bring a small university

Commuter rail in
Strasburg

Separated routes for
bikes

Parking garages

downtown

Additional Ideas:

No Input

No Input

No Input
22
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Like . Dislike . Like ‘ Dislike .

Prime Soils
ey

Flood Areas
ey

What Should Shenandoah County Be? Where Should New Buildings Occur?

—

Wilderness

)

% Historic

& Suburban (1) 7 Vacant Lots
. i gn! (D)

Super Urban
©)

- ' Forests (1)
How Should Our Towns, Villages, And Hamlets Look?

" Walkable (1) (eitEEs g% Cookie
ELoe® Cutter (1)

. Art
B installations

LS ()

fl Adventure

elements (1)

¢ Get rail trail done before I die

. e Rail trail will draw more businesses downtown
Electric Scooter e Abinoton i . ) . Il sh
Share (1) ington is a great example, get more small shops

downtown

e Farmville is doing great because of their rail trail, we
need one

How should we use $8 Million? Housing Styles
' Bike Lanes - ~Stacked ~ Tiny House

© M duplex (1) g S (1)
B Roundabouts - Mid-rise (1)
j (1)
@ Flashing
Crosswalks
()
Where should we create a Toms Brook Town park or What type of businesses would you like to see in Toms
public outdoor space? Brook?
*  DPool * Cofteeshop, diner, aldi
e Park along rail trail * More sidewalks
¢ Playground in Toms Brook for younger kids under 5 ¢  Small businesses with food
What amenities or atmosphere does Strasburg have that *  Steak and cheese, chinese food
you feel make it a place to call home?
*  Beauty and family kept me here Should Strasburg look to rezoning industrial areas in the
e Cell service is awful we need better connections downtown area to residential or commercial?

* Love the murals in Strasburg *  Dance studio
e Town park and downtown is great
*  Keep food chains out (like Chick-fil-a)
* Downtown is not super connected with west
downtown
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District 1:
Orkney Springs Music Festival

Date: July 22nd, 2023 Key Takeaways From The Event:
¢ Keep it the way it is as much as possible
Time: 6:00pm - 8:00pm e Keep traffic low and slow in villages and hamlets
* More everyday needs in New Market & Woodstock
Address: 81 Shrine Mont Circle Basye, VA 22810 *  Use historic buildings as guide for new buildings
e More access to trails and waterways
Attendees: 103 ¢ Love downtown Edinburg and Woodstock
Vision / Challenges ater Resources

No Input * Avoid too many difficult No Input No Input
requirements in historic

districts

Hconomic Development %Edueadon
No Input e Stop people moving out * ove the Edinburg Mill No Input

here
¢ Limit growth to towns
*  Convert VFW to Hotel
in Edinburg

O v Sevics, o, Teh
No Input e Cell service in Orkney ¢ Family and gentle trails ¢ Pave gravel roads

and for dogs * Reduce speed limit on
* Increase river and creek 610 into Orkney Springs
access and into all villages and
hamlets

¢ Keep traffic low

Keister Park Wagner Park

¢ Keep things as they are No Input No Input No Input
¢ Don’t change much
e Like it the way it is
e Keep it like it 1s, its
beautiful
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Which businesses and industries would you like to see What should the area outside and around Woodstock
expand or come to New Market? look like?

*  Nice italian resturant other than Italian Touch * Keep it rural from development

e Increase Valley Health Center in New Market

*  Grocery store like Martins in New Market

¢ Lowes or Home Depot in New Market

Which amenities do you leave the County for that would Would you rather have more amenities in Orkney Springs

be better if centrally located in Woodstock? / Basye of be able to travel to Mount Jackson or Wood-
* Love the brewery stock for them?
* Love downtown and parking area * Shopping and grocery store
What are your thoughts on seeing more historic style Rail Trail
mixed use, and multistory buildings in downtown Basye * Looking forward to rail trail
ot Orkney Springs? *  Real bathrooms, bike repair shops, restaurants, picnic
e New buildings should look like those already in areas
Orkney
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Countywide:
Online Survey

Date: May 4th, 2023 to August 4th, 2023

Time: Anytime

Address: https://shenandoahcountyva.us/future/ .

Attendees: 10

Vision / Challenges

I agree with this in .
general, but I would
replace limiting growth
outside our towns with

an emphasis on zoning
reform to legalize the ¢
expansion of our multi-
use town centers so that
more people can enjoy
living in our county
affordable while keeping ®
natural and agricultural ¢
areas prominent

Hconomic Development

In a sense, but I'd like
to see downtowns
expanded, and actually
usable to the day-to-

day residents (e.x. local
pharmacies, groceries,
corner stores, etc...

that are within walking
distance of residents) e
rather than just being
tourist destinations

or focused on special
occasions. Multi-use

and widespread small o
businesses should be the
norm throughout our
towns, not relegated to a
specific downtown area.

Historic, Cultural, Scenic

Yes, but while still .
allowing new dense
multi-use development
in a similar historical
style / tradition
Objective 1.2.4: Yes, but
not to the detriment

of new multi-use
developments of a
similar charactet.

Open forums for public
Allow more freedom

in uses in singe-family
zoning districts,
encouraging small
businesses and walkable
communities.

Senior housing should ¢
be developed, but ideally
these should not be

in separate areas, but
rather integrated into the
community so people of
all generations can live in
the same area.

Overall that sounds
good so long as we

fight suburban sprawl
and focus on multi-use
zoning.

Increase low income
housing
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Key Takeaways From The Engagement:

Overall the draft is a great start

Support and protect local agriculture

We need more healthcare resources in the County
Increase the freedom of uses in communities
Support the growth of walkable multi-use spaces
Support and expand ShenGO services

Ag, Forestal, Geologica

*  Support food co-ops in
addition to agricultural

ater Resources

Wiater is a precious
resource
co-ops in an effort
to both allow local
farmers good places to
sell their wares, while
also providing walkable
community-owned
grocery options in our
communities.

ommunity Facilities Health

I would especially like to *  Birthing centers are out
see a focus on walkable of the county, we need
local resources
NWCSB is not always

an asset due to retaining

corner stores and local
co-op groceries. J

employees



Emergency Services, Inf, Tech
I'am particularly interested in innovative grass-roots

solutions to local problems. I also think the county
could benefit from embracing modern ideas such as
open-source software, and leveraging this as a way
to drive community engagement in tech education.
It would be awesome if Shenandoah County had a

Github!

Again, I would love to get involved in software and
government functions, and I think open-sourcing
county software and opening it up to community
involvement would be a great path forward.

Drug abuse should be handled by medical

professionals, not police.

I work in the software industry and would love to get

involved with this.

I'd in particular like to see further investments in rail,
which would both allow residents to be less car-
dependent, as well as lessen expensive maintenance
costs from heavy freight on our roadways. I want

a future where I can get on a train, and ride to
Alexandria or Hampton Roads for work trips in

a reasonable timeframe right from downtown
Strasburg, without having to worry about driving my
personal car or getting a rental!

dense multi-use residential regions + agticultural /

country zoning. Single family homogenous zoning

should be diminished.

I'd like to see more agriculture

. E community gar!en

A

I'd just want to add tor

accessibility to trails an
emphasis on connecting
town centers to trail
accesses in a walkable
way where appropriate.
Yes, but make sure the
rail line remains active!
Rails helped our county
grow into the place it is
today, and they will help
it as we grow into the
future!

[Education

Promote parent
involvement

would be nice.

Hiking trails, biking trails

but no ATV’s

itional Ideas:

No Input

e That soun!s !ne to me.
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We should support
development of
Corridor H to increase
the connections with
our Shenandoah county
communities and our
sister communities in
West Virginia. This
would be beneficial to
residents in Shenandoah
County by making

it easier to access
recreational facilities in
West Virginia, as well as
bringing more business
opportunities both for
Shenandoah County and
West Virginia residents.
I’m a big proponent of
getting rid of parking
minimums. However, 1
wonder if it would be
helpful, especially since
we have such a high
rural population, and
so much of our county
is (and probably still
will be in the future)
car-dependent, if we
built some small parking
garages in our towns

as appropriate close

to down towns so that
visitors have an easy
place to park their cars
and then get out to enjoy
our walkable towns,
without having to have
sprawling parking lots.
Support revitalizing

the rail infrastructure
thought the county

for both freight and
passenger uses.
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Like . Like '

What Should Shenandoah ~ Where Should New How Should Our Towns,  Shared Transportation
County Be? Buildings Occur? Villages, And Hamlets
Look?
Wilderness | mEy; Vacant Lots " g Historic (10) B8 ShenGO (10)
e, e h
: - Rural (10) B Downtowns S Walkable (3) S8 ~_Bus shelter
& (8) B i & (9)
-
Historic Prime Soils ; Unique (8) ¢ Transit
Urban (10) 1) B Connecting
PR [ourism
b Arcas(8)
How should we use $8 Housing Styles New Schools
Million?
Historical % ShenGO (7) Tiny House 5 elementary schools, 3
| Markers (10) = 2 (8 middle schools, and 3 high
schools. (2)
Wildlife Pave Gravel +_ Small Expansion of the existing 9
Viewing Roads (2) — Apartment  schools. (2)
Areas (9) & H ()
¥ Dog Parks (8) B Bike Lanes Mid-Rise (7)
M
North Fork Master Plan

*  “I think it would be great if there was a bridge and a public trail easement allowing pedestrians to directly access
the hiking areas around Signal Knob by foot from downtown Strasburg / the Strasburg town patk. Currently
accessing these public hiking areas by foot would involve either trespassing, or going down not very pedestrian
friendly country roads.”

e Minimize pulling water from Shenandoah River, increase recreational opportunities

¢ Improve water quality

What is one thing we as a community could fix tomorrow that would make your life so much better?

¢ Keeping growth in the valley sustainable, and focusing on expanding our multi-use town centers instead of
more and more homogenous single-family zoning that makes entrepreneurship and starting a small business
harder.

¢ We should allow and encourage new developments to follow a dense, walkable design -- which already makes
our historic downtowns great. Rather than having the county grow via homogenous single family developments
like those from Ryan Homes, we should keep our countryside beautiful and allow more people to afford and
live in vibrant areas like downtown Strasburg by legalizing and incentivizing the development of new areas with
similar qualities.

¢ Minimize development

e Better roads

* Enhancing transit access throughout the County (building off the success of ShenGO)
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Responses On New Market,
Edinburg, And Toms Brook:

Combined Results From All

Engagement

All res ponses Connecions Do A RS Commene o v Mk
from all o J :
engagement on

New Market.

market

Freauentlv Used Words Bv CRS Respondents On New Market

arocerv italian

martins increase
lllll %
center lowes
> = n
2 =) Word
T o
2 g
store hice touch g

eeeeeeee

resturant ©
=

dEDOt hhhhhh

eeeeee

correlation

Nice Italian restaurant other than Italian Touch
Increase Valley Health Center in New Market
Grocery store like Martins in New Market

¢ Lowes or Home Depot in New Market
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theater

trqil parkina
rdl’s connect
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: Word
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3 .E fu nd S E cccccc .
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o
o
&
>
o

3
m ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ \ ‘

Number Of Times Word Said
thors: Tyr il | Date: 8/1/25

e A theater

 Find funds or condemn it (buildings in disrepair)

* Have feeder trails connect it with parking

* Loved the old bank there on Main Street

*  More businesses

*  More restaurants , outdoor activities, bands in the summer
e Bigger park
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Freauentlv Used Words Bv CRS Responents On Toms Brook

food 2
trail 1
toms 1
rail 1
pool 1
Word
playground 1
park 1
kids 1

brook 1

along 1

0.0 0.5 o} 1.5 2.0 2.5

5
Number Of Times Word Said

ierHinkle { Dote: 8/11/25

*  Pool

e Park along rail trail

¢ Playground in Toms Brook for younger kids under 5
¢ Coffeeshop, diner, aldi

*  Morte sidewalks

*  Small businesses with food

*  Steak and cheese, Chinese food
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Visions Of The Future

Unless change occurs, residential development will continue to occur in all allowable areas. We provided the
public three different options of what the future of a community could look like with one house a year for 20 years.
The top shows growth on farmland as it typically occurs, next is growth within a radius of the community, and the
bottom shows the same density as the nearest Town. Responses on two communities below show the bottom favored.
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Preference Survey

As noted at in the introduction, a preference survey of various aspects was conducted on seven different topics.
The following will show the overall combined results of the survey and directly below is a combination of all options
to show the highest and lowest rated concepts. The highest being we should be rural, wilderness, and walkable. The
lowest revealing that we should not be suburban, super urban, or cookie cutter. This is the future the public desires.

RESPONDENTS WANT A WALKABLE RURAL

Top Five Supported FUTURE FOR SHENANDOAH COUNTY

Identity Aspects /
|deC|S Rural 19
Wilderness 15
Walkable 12
Historic 12

Wwildlife 1

Historic Markers n

Active 1

o Vacant Lots 1
Rural Wilderness Local Bus 10

Small Apartment

Overlooks

Downtowns

Historic Urban

Mid-rise

Adventure elements

Fishing areas

Dog Parks

ShenGO

H H Tourist Transit

Walkable Historic Bes Shatiar

Live Work

Courtyard Apartments

Stacked Duplex

Tiny House

Interesting architecture

Design

Food trucks

Art

. R Unique

Wildlife Fourplex

Townhouse

Cottage Court

Top Five Opposed oo
Identity Aspects / Railroad Memorabilia

Exercise

Ideas Senior Living
Stacked Triplex

Microtransit

Regional Bus

Bike Lanes

[ - Amtrak
Gravel Roads

Company Transit

Bike Share

Super Urban Estates
Pedestrian Crosswalks
Neighborhood Roundabouts
Electric Scooter

Gravel Trails

Asphalt Trails

Paving Gravel Roads
Secondary Roads

Sidewalk

Primary Roads

Build On Taxi

. . Ride Share
Cutter Prime Soils _ Car Share
Critical Slopes
-1
-1
-1

[( I Ve T Ve Iy o]

0 00 0 00 0 0 ™

NN NNNNNNN

[N N RN N

(6,0, 6, IC, ]

u‘
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Forests
-1 Flood Areas
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e -2 mmmmm Cookie Cutter
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What Should Shenandoah Count

SHENANDOAH (COUNTY SHOULD BE RURAL

Be

L)

S

Rural [— 19 Wilderness

a
c
=
a

Wilderness [ 15
Historic Urban [N ©

)
&

Estates [ 2 Historic Estates
Urban
-4 [ Super Urban ’

-5 I Suburban

&

-10 -5 0 5 10 15 20 25 Super Urban Suburban

Where Should New Buildings Occur?

NEw BUILDINGS SHOULD (GO ON VACANT
Lots AND I[N DOWNTOWN

Vacant Lots Downtowns
Vacant Lots . 11

Downtowns 9 ’ :
E
Critical Slopes O
] Forest Critical Forests
-1 I Forests
Slopes
-1 I Flood Areas ’
TR -
-1 I Prime Soils
-2 0 2 4 6 8 10 12 Flood Areas Prime Soils

How Should Our Towns, Villages, And Hamlets Look?

QOUR TowNs, VILLAGES, & HAMLETS SHOULD BE
ACTIVE, WALKABLE, & HISTORIC

Walkable Historic
Walkable . 12

Historic

12

Active I 11

@

Unique I 7
-1 I Abandoned

-2 I Cookie Cutter

® i®
&

-5 0 5 10 15 Abandoned Cookie Cutter
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Which Shared Transportation Options Are Preferred?

OprT1IONS LIKE SHENG(O & TOURISM

Local Bus
Tourist Transit
Bus Shelter
Microtransit

Regional Bus

TRANIST ARE PREFERRED

Shared Transportation - Transporte Compartido.

e

Amtrak I 3
Company Transit [ 2
Bike Share N 2
Electric Scooter M 1
Taxi O How wauld you use shared franspariaian?
1€ usora l ansports companidol
Ride Share O
Car Share 0O
o 2 4 6 8 10 12

How Should We Use $8 Million?

WE SHOULD USE $8 MILLION ON PUBLIC

TRANSIT’ BIKE LANES’ AND SAFETY How Should We Use 58 Million?

:Cémo deberemos usar $8 millones?

ShenGO 8 R 5
. Mile of Miles of Miles of
Bike Lanes Iaam 4 Interstate Primary Roads Sidewalk
1 mila du sutopints § mdlas da coereteron penpoley 0 My e M
Gravel Roads N 2
Pedestrian Crosswalks Il 1 Miles of Mlllles7 of Miles of
Secondary Bike Lanes Paving Gravel
. Roqu 17 rsliaas du carrdes parn bicidetas Roads
Neighborhood Roundabouts Il 1 1 mnde s s 35 s o o
Gravel Trails 0O
Miles of Miles of Neighborhood
. Asphalt Trails Gravel Roads Roundabouts
Asphalt Trails 0O 2 ? =
Paving Gravel Roads O 152 354
Miles of Flashing Coverage Miles
Secondary Roads O Gravel Trails Pedestrian Per Year Of
B ]
Crosswalks ShenGO
L B Ml de Avern Ml du coberters gor oio de-
Sidewalk 0 -
Hew Can Our Mejor Roodways Improve?
£Can o jorar nuestros correte inciy
Primary Roads O
-1 M Interstate
-2 0 2 4 6 8 10
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Which Rail Trail Amenities Are Preferred?

RESPONDENTS WANT TO SEE \WILDLIFE,
LEARN HiSTORY, AND HAVE GREAT VIEWS

Rail Trail - Sendero Ferroviario.

Wildlife

1

Historic Markers 1

Overlooks I 9
Adventure elements IS 8
Fishing areas I 8
Dog Parks . 8
Interesting architecture I 7
Design I 7
Food trucks I 7
Art I 7

Railroad Memorabilia IS 6
Exercise IS 6

(0] 2 4 6 8 10 12

Which Housing Styles Are Preferred?

RESPONDENTS PREFER [DENSE SMALL
APARTMENTS AND MIXED UUSE QPTIONS

Housing Styles - Estilos De Vivienda.

Small Apartment 9
Mid-rise I 8
Live Work e 7
Courtyard Apartments I 7
Stacked Duplex I 7
Tiny House I 7
Fourplex I 6
Townhouse I 6
Cottage Court IS 6

Duplex I 6

Senior Living . 5
Stacked Triplex I 5

4]
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VISION STATEMENT

Connections Between All CRS Comments On The Vision Statement

correlation
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Mount Jackson Responses:

Keep it the way it is

Keep it the way it is

Keep it as it is now

Keep it they way it is

Keep it like it is

Like Bryce

Keep urban feel, no sprawl

Be just like it is connected with community more youth activities
Keep taxes down

Too many nova people

Online Responses:
| agree with this in general, but | would replace limiting growth outside our
towns with an emphasis on zoning reform to legalize the expansion of our

multi-use town centers so that more people can enjoy living in our county
affordably while keeping natural and agricultural areas prominent.

45



FUTURE LAND USE MAP

Connections_Between All CRS Comments On Future Land Use Mabp

correlation
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- 0.8
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Freauentlv Used Words Bv CRS Respondents On Future Land Use Map
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Woodstock Responses:

Don’t be Frederick County

Love the community

Keep it rural

Hate Frederick County, know its limiting for taxes, love mountains and
agrotourism

Smaller, wider here, keep it rural, no suburbs, friendly here

Like camping and being outdoors, nicer and more affordable than West
Virginia, quiet nice people

On option H, No, absolutely not. Let the small towns be small

Orkney Springs Responses:

Keep things as they are
Don’t change much

Like it the way it is

Keep it like it is, its beautiful

Online Responses:
Build rail with trails, not the rail trail. And focus on dense multi-use residential
regions + agricultural / country zoning. Single family homogenous zoning

should be diminished.
I’d like to see more agriculture
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CHAPTER 1:
HISTORIC, CULTURAL, AND
SCENIC RESOURCES

Connections Between All CRS Comments On Chapter 1

— -

oy

.._.__ k "‘F“ e
historic.

distric{%\ correlation
: ) 101 0.4
0.6
- 0.8
1.0
Respondents
2.00
1.75
1.50
1.25
- 1.00
sthars: Tyfer Hinkie | Date: 8/11/23
Freauentlv Used Words Bv CRS Respondents On Chapter 1
yes 2
similar 2
new 2
multiuse: 2
historic 2
Word
districts 2
sites 1
preserve 1
memorials 1
keep 1
0.0 05 1.0 15 2.0 25

Number Of Times Word Said
Aunors TyerHinkle was

ko | Dote: /1725
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Mount Jackson Responses:

Preserve historic sites
Keep memorials

Orkney Springs Responses:
Avoid too many difficult requirements in historic districts
Online Responses:

Yes, but while still allowing new dense multi-use development in a similar
historical style / tradition.

Objective 1.2.4: Yes, but not to the detriment of new multi-use developments
of a similar character.

Open forums for public

Allow more freedom in uses in singe-family zoning districts, encouraging
small businesses and walkable communities.

Add the Lantz Mill deaf community.

49



CHAPTER 2:
WATER RESOURCES

Connections Between All CRS Comments On Chapter 2
™

water \

Respondents

2.00
175
1.50

1.25

1.00 |
correlation

Authors: Tyler Hinkle | Date: 8/11/25

Freauentlv Used Words Bv CRS Respondents On Chabter 2

water 2
pump| 2

property 1

Word

everyq 1
changes 1
alternative 1

additionalq 1

0.0 0.5 15 2.0 2.5

1.0
Number Of Times Word Said
Authors: TtorHinlo | Date: 8/11/25
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Strasburg Responses:

Suggests septic pump out every five years - alternative idea or additionail:
pump out when property changes hands

Increase amount of water in the river, concerns on the impact of new
buildings

Online Responses:

Water is a precious resource
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CHAPTER 3:
AGRICULTURAL, FORESTAL,
AND GEOLOGICAL
RESOURCES

Connections Between All CRS Comments On Chapter 3
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4

3
2

correlation
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Mount Jackson Responses:

Protect farmland

Like wineries

Situation where new vineyard is established next to an existing farm;
existing farm uses herbicide that can harm grapes; how can this conflict be
prevented/addressed?

Keep farms in rural areas

Like rural area protect it, conservation stop development on farms

Reduce pollution and litter clean

Woodstock Responses:

Love mountains
Like nature and friendly people
Being able to continue farming

Strasburg Responses:

More trees in town and everywhere

Use zoning to protect natural green space
Stop building in the rural area

Protect farmland or all the beauty will be lost
Stop building so much in the rural areas

Love the green space, tree hugger

Online Responses:
Support food co-ops in addition to agricultural co-ops in an effort to both

allow local farmers good places to sell their wares, while also providing
walkable community-owned grocery options in our communities.
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CHAPTER 4:
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Connections Between All CRS Comments On Chapter 4
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Mount Jackson Responses:

More festivals and events in town

People don’t wanna work. People should wanna work.

More technology based jobs

Better economy more opportunities for businesses more industry
More events

More development

Breweries in small hamlets/villages

More stuff to do downtown year round

Small local businesses no chains

List of vendors for towns by chamber

More events and festivals

Nothing too big, keep it small

No more places closed in downtown more stuff to do

Continue downtown revitalization

Events festivals

More open to businesses coming in, mega site kids have to leave county now
tolive

Woodstock Responses:

More agrotourism restaurants and breakfast places
More festivals and events

Strasburg Responses:

More industry to increase the tax base and keep jobs local
BBQ shop

Love downtown, very active and thriving

Not enough businesses

Online Responses:

In a sense, but I'd like to see downtowns expanded, and actually usable to
the day-to-day residents (e.x. local pharamcies, groceries, corner stores,
etc... that are within walking distance of residents) rather than just being
tourist destinations or focused on special occasions. Multi-use and wide-
spread small businesses should be the norm throughout our towns, not rele-
gated to a specific downtown area.
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CHAPTER 5:
HOUSING
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Mount Jackson Responses:

Need senior living facility ( community style) more home health care
More affordable places to rent in town

More affordable hosing for workforce with well maintained

Want to live 5 minutes from work, tech jobs

More affordable options to live here

More affordable housing

Help homeless

Woodstock Responses:

More affordable housing

Affordable to commute to Winchester from here
Need more housing options in Strasburg

One level living for people over 60

Strasburg Responses:

Smart development like in Europe, build in the innercities and keep farmland
No more housing way too expensive

Wanted land and space from DC

Reuse old buildings in Town

Stop housing development on farms, there is no water for new houses

Orkney Springs Responses:

Stop people moving out here
Limit growth to towns
Convert VFW to Hotel in Edinburg

Online Responses:

Senior housing should be developed, but ideally these should not be in separate areas, but rather
integrated into the community so people of all generations can live in the same area.

Again, it was hard to really read the map, but overall that sounds good so long as we fight
suburban sprawl and focus on multi-use zoning.

Increase low income housing

Objective 5.4.6 Establish a Housing Trust Fund. Create a pool of dedicated funds from a portion of
the County’s lodging tax proceeds, proffers from developers and tax exempt bonds that could be
used to support efforts to provide affordable housing. Objective 5.4.7 Incentive Programs Provide
tax incentives to landlords who rent at or below HUD-established fair market value (or below
market value). Is there a way to provide incentives to developers to include affordable housing in
by-right developments (density bonus? Use of tax exempt bonds?) Somewhere, address allowing
accessory dwelling units in all zoning districts (if not already allowed). These could include
apartments within single family homes, above garages or in suitable outbuildings or tiny homes.
Ensure that all rental units comply with requirements of applicable building and housing codes
affecting health and safety. All rentals shall meet minimum safety and sanitary conditions.

and tenant rights to fit and habitable rental units (as per Virginia Statement of Tenant Rights)
Through rezonings and SUPs, ensure a mixture of housing types is provided that support all income
levels of County residents.

Add objectives: Identify barriers to affordable housing. Establish Housing Advisory Council,
consisting of representatives of County, towns, DSS, fire marshal, realtors, landlords, developers
and non-profits to develop recommendations for affordable housing and public policy.
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Mount Jackson Responses:

Games

More stuff for kids to do

Support more things like Jon Henry’s

Grocery store in New Market

Restaurants Diners American Food Mom & Pop
More social spaces to meet people

More street lights especially at intersections
Store to buy clothes/ nice sit down restaurant
Protect sense of community

More places for recreation for children & young persons. Especially indoor facilities where ou can Pay a fee
for the kids to play on all sorts of things

Honor a funeral process

Chick-fil-a

Chick-fil-a

Make it more trendy

Youth centers gyms for when school is out
More nice restaurants

More restaurants ethnic diversity

More mom & pop places to eat with steak
Bring skate rink back in woodstock

Showing the public what is available to do for fun

Woodstock Responses:

More restaurants, ethnic food, outdoor café in south end of the County
Well funded libraries

More professional library positions

More amenities in southern end of the County to reduce driving

Fort Valley Responses:

More daycare facilities

Chick-fil-a

People should know each other, have festivals
Its not all about money, its about community

Strasburg Responses:

More libraries and library positions

Beauty and family and parks and music brings tourists

Love the theater in Woodstock

Live music bands brings tourists

Love the County Fair

New grocery store

Ice cream and things for kids to do

Love music, brings tourists

Community theater

Live music and good friends and bakery and grocery store brings us out here
Scenic beauty and music brings tourists

Like music events, brings outsiders here

Love fitness center with the County

Wish we knew people walking on the street

Like family oriented events

Many seniors do not have family to support them

Community theater

Take care of seniors better, have people go and check on them and get them groceries

Orkney Springs Responses:
Love the Edinburg Mill

Online Responses
I would especially like to see a focus on walkable corner stores and local co-op groceries.
Important base on what some residents leave at the dump instead of taking it to the landfill.
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Mount Jackson Responses:

Better school stick to topics

More spaces for tennis courts, one at each high school
More stuff for the kids, stuff to do, field trips

improve teacher resources

Woodstock Responses:

Drop off and pick up at the schools is atrocious

More support for staff / teachers

New school WW Robinson is the second biggest in the state, small classes are
better

Anything to help kids take ownership of their own learning

More support for schools

Fort Valley Responses:

Better educational opportunities
Edinburg kids should go to Central Schools
New schools at Central

Strasburg Responses:

Schools are overcrowded

Build schools, burn houses

Daycare for younger kids

Bring a small university

Online Responses:

Promote parent involvement
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Mount Jackson Responses:

Support response & victims

Woodstock Responses:

Shenandoah Memorial is nicer than Rockingham Memorial, more personal,
less corporate

Add elderly rural services for aging in place

Fort Valley Responses:

Attention to needs for disabled people

Online Responses:

Birthing centers are out of the county, we need local resources
NWCSB is not always an asset due to retaining employees
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EMERGENCY SERVICES,
TECHNOLOGY, AND
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Mount Jackson Responses:

Competition for Shentel

Support police

Better safety everyone should know everyone
No big solar facilities

Better government

Woodstock Responses:

Better wifi and cell service downtown
Strasburg Responses:

Feel safe living here

Orkney Springs Responses:

Cell service in Orkney

Online Responses:

| am particularly interested in innovative grass-roots solutions to local
problems. | also think the county could benefit from embracing modern
ideas such as open-source software, and leveraging this as a way to

drive community engagement in tech education. It would be awesome if
Shenandoah County had a Github! | work in the software industry and would
love to get involved with this.

Again, | would love to get involved in software and government functions,
and | think open-sourcing county software and opening it up to community
involvement would be a great path forward.

Drug abuse should be handled by medical professionals, not police.

I'd in particular like to see further investments in rail, which would both allow
residents to be less car-dependent, as well as lessen expensive maintenance
costs from heavy freight on our roadways. | want a future where | can get

on a train, and ride to Alexandria or Hampton Roads for work trips in a
reasonable timeframe right from downtown Strasburg, without having to
worry about driving my personal car or getting a rental!
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Mount Jackson Responses:

Indoor pool

Exercise centers

Things for kids: skating park, group activities for youth that are safe
Make the rail to trail happen

Support more river access

River access

Woodstock Responses:

Recreation center is great

Pickleball courts

Love Seven Bends State Park

Sauna in recreation center

Love Seven Bends State Park

Find safe trails around

Love Maurertown Park and mountains and access to them
Fort Valley:

Like the public swimming pools

Strasburg Responses:

Rail trail is a great idea

Rail road looks awful, perfect place for weeds and ticks, concerns on
removing the rail

More river access points

Orkney Springs Responses:

Family and gentle trails and for dogs
Increase river and creek access

Online Responses:

I’d just want to add for accessibility to trails an emphasis on connecting town
centers to trail accesses in a walkable way where appropriate.
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Mount Jackson Responses:

Adequate street parking
Shengo is a blessing, need Bryce route for elders
Bus to Basye

Woodstock Responses:

Add a north Interstate exit at Woodstock to alleviate traffic congestion in
Woodstock

Pave Deer Rapids Road and make it public

Safe places to bike

Get bikes off main roads, unsafe

Strasburg Responses:

Commuter rail in Strasburg
Separated routes for bikes
Parking garages downtown

Orkney Springs Responses:

Pave gravel roads
Reduce speed limit on 610 into Orkney Springs and into all villages and hamlets
Keep traffic low

Online Responses:

We should support development of Corridor H to increase the connections

with our Shenandoah county communities and our sister communities in West
Virginia. This would be beneficial to residents in Shenandoah County by making
it easier to access recreational facilities in West Virginia, as well as bringing
more business opportunities both for Shenandoah County and West Virginia
residents.

I’'m a big proponent of getting rid of parking minimums. However, | wonder if it
would be helpful, especially since we have such a high rural population, and so
much of our county is (and probably still will be in the future) car-dependent, if
we built some small parking garages in our towns as appropriate close to down
towns so that visitors have an easy place to park their cars and then get out to
enjoy our walkable towns, without having to have sprawling parking lots.
Support revitalizing the rail infrastructure thought the county for both freight
and passenger uses.
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IDEAS ON THE RAIL TRAIL
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Mount Jackson Responses:

Build the rail trail

Overlooks draw a lot of people

Cozy café

Build the rail trail

More parks for dogs

Rails to trails mixed use

Rail trail would be fabulous

Keep rail system for freight and tourists, no bike trail, and zero solar farms

Woodstock Responses:

Build the trail

Rail Trail would be great!

Keister Park idea is awesome!

Forget the rail, it’s a money sink, get the trail
Love the rail trail

Tourist train, steam train, with trail

Fort Valley Responses:

This will take bike traffic off Fort Valley Road, and is healthy
Rail trail would make life so much better

Strasburg Responses:

Get rail trail done before | die

Rail trail will draw more businesses downtown

Abington is a great example, get more small shops downtown
Farmville is doing great because of their rail trail, we need one

Orkney Springs Responses:

Looking forward to rail trail
Real bathrooms, bike repair shops, resturants, picnic areas
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