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WOODSTOCK — Nine years after its dedication, meager state funding has stalled development for Seven 
Bends State Park outside Woodstock.  

To remedy this, Shenandoah County and Woodstock officials will meet with the Department of Conservation 
and Recreation at the 1,066-acre park Monday to discuss a partnership between the entities, in hopes that 
plans continue. 

Jenna French, director of tourism for Shenandoah County, said county administrators will examine how they 
might partner with DCR to begin the park’s first phase of development. The state will retain ownership, but the 
county is eager to see it opened for the potential revenue it can bring. 

“We see this park being a great boost to economic development,” French said. 

Seven Bends’ master plan, published in November 2008, called for a $43.8 million cost and illustrates three 
development phases for the park’s opening. The first phase has not begun but DCR determined that the park 
cost did not need to be re-evaluated. 

At the department’s meeting with the county in April, DCR Director Clyde Cristman posed the option of using a 
more limited plan for the expected opening in spring 2015.  

But Gary Waugh, the department’s public relations manager, said Friday that the original plan will be 
maintained in the long term. Waugh said the park could open similar to a preserve, with little more than a few 
small access roads, picnic tables, gravel parking lots and hiking trails. 

“It will continue in the same spirit as the master plan,” he said. 

French said Shenandoah County would offer to begin improving the gravel roads inside the park. The hope is 
to open river access and primitive trails for visitors first.  

The park is now closed to the public and no formal camping structures are inside. 

“It is my understanding that the buildings that are there are not structurally sound and need to be demolished,” 
she said.  

The county is considering opening the Lupton entrance first to speed up the process. Reservoir Road’s 
entrance, via Hollingsworth Road, could be repaired in the meantime, French said. 

With nearly four miles of river frontage, Seven Bends is the result of a purchase and two donations.  



James Myers, a doctor from Franklin, Ohio, donated 675 acres of his family’s former farm, for which a bronze 
plaque will hang in the park upon opening. Woodstock donated 85 acres and the state purchased close to 306 
acres from Massanutten Military Academy for $1.2 million in general obligation bond funds, according to a 
DCR-approved master plan. 

Trust for Public Land, a national nonprofit, negotiated the purchase for the state, which voters approved in a 
$119 million bond referendum in 2002. 

George Washington National Forest borders the eastern side, while the North Fork of the Shenandoah River 
borders the west. Seven Bends State Park is on the western slope of Powell Mountain in the Massanutten 
Mountain range while the banks of North Fork are mostly old flood-plain terraces.  

Nearly 234 acres are farmed under an agricultural lease, which would still be active if the 2015 opening takes 
place, Waugh said. 

“[The farmer] would lose part of a field, but it would still be under contract,” he said. 
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