
NEW MARKET — A local nonprofit is using 21st century technology to raise funds for a 19th 
century building and — specifically, the Civil War orientation center it wants to put in it. 

As part of a fundraising effort for the Lee-Jackson Building in New Market, the Shenandoah 
Valley Battlefields Foundation is seeking $21,650 in donations from the public through an 
online fundraising tool known as “crowdsourcing.” 

The building played a role in the town’s most historically significant event — the 1864 Battle of 
New Market between Confederate and Union forces in the Civil War’s final full year. 

Janice Hannah, the foundation’s donor relations manager, said the foundation recently 
launched a project page at www.razoo.com, a fundraising website for nonprofit organizations. 
The online component will include an introductory video, images, fundraising totals and 
rewards, and a description of the “Preserving the Legacy of Lee-Jackson” project. 

Future Restaurant 

The fundraising effort is part of a two-year plan to upgrade the historic Lee-Jackson Building, 
which was built in 1808 and is located on the corner of Congress and Cross streets in downtown 
New Market. The foundation hopes to eventually procure a $125,000 grant for its Civil War 
Orientation Center, which will be located on the main floor of the three-story structure. The 
foundation, which has its offices on the second floor, plans to add a restaurant on the first floor 
of the facility in the future. 

The $21,650 will act as “seed money” for the grant application. The foundation’s trustees plan 
to provide funds to match the $21,650 if that fundraising level is reached by May 17. 

The New Market Chamber of Commerce currently uses some of the first floor as a part-time 
office. Business offices are located on the building’s third floor. 

Naming Opportunities 

Hannah said various individuals have donated funds and items to be sold to benefit the project, 
including a couple who donated two rifles and two bayonets. The items were auctioned for 
$1,500, Hannah said. Individuals also can sponsor an element in the main floor’s Civil War 
Orientation Center, she added. 

These naming opportunities are available from $250 to $5,000, or $250 per brick. These are 
also part of the online fundraising efforts. 

Hannah notes that the foundation plans to use historical elements — such as maps, artifacts 
and information on troop movements during the Civil War — borrowed from local residents for 
commemorative events surrounding the Battle of New Market’s sesquicentennial. Outside 
activities scheduled for the morning of May 17 include basket weaving and wood carving 
demonstrations, fiddle music, re-enactments and community tours. Interpretive readings for 
youth will take place inside the building. 

http://www.razoo.com/


The main event will be, “An Evening at Lee-Jackson.” That will take place at 7 p.m. and will 
honor those who made donations to the project. 

The building has several connections to the Civil War, and not just relating to the Battle of New 
Market. 

Gen. Stonewall Jackson reviewed troops at the crossroads by the building as they made their 
turn onto Luray Road in 1862. The house was also used in 1864 as the headquarters of Gen. 
Jubal Early. It was also used as a hospital during the war. 

The Battle 

The Lee-Jackson Building was the home of Dr. Joseph B. Strayer at the time of the May 15, 
1864, Battle of New Market. During the battle, the main initial thrust of Confederate forces 
moved north into combat straddling the Valley Pike and engulfed the building. The building was 
between the battle lines as skirmishing began early on the morning of May 15, and the town 
and the Lee-Jackson Building remained within the area of combat until after noon, when the 
Federals finally withdrew north of town. 

According to William C. Davis’ book, “The Battle of New Market,” local resident Jesse Rupert, 
who witnessed the battle in her home several doors north of the Lee-Jackson, recounted that 
the town was in the thick of the battle as Union forces withdrew. 

“Almost immediately New Market’s streets lay deserted as the artillery duel developed, and 
‘cannon balls and shells exploded every direction,’ Mrs. Rupert later recalled,” according to the 
book. “Some shells exploded in the trees on their lot, their windows shattered, and the house 
seemed to rock under the concussions,” according to Davis. 

Rupert wrote, “The air was filled with dust and smoke, and curses, and shrieks” as small shot 
and balls fell on fences and houses of town for four hours. 

The Lee-Jackson Building was initially built by Strayer in 1808 and used as a mercantile. It 
became the Hotel Carrollton in 1884 and the Hotel Thaxton in 1903. Eighteen years later, it was 
dubbed the Battlefield Inn and later became known as the Lee-Way Hotel and, finally, the Lee-
Jackson Hotel in 1928. 

The building later was used as a boarding house. In 2005 it became the Publik House fine dining 
restaurant, but had been vacant for a number of years prior to being purchased by the 
foundation last February. 

Contact Caleb Soptelean at 574-6293 or csoptelean@dnronline.com 

Join The Crowd 

To donate to the “Preserving the Legacy of Lee-Jackson “ campaign, or learn more about the 
effort, go online to www.razoo.com and search “Lee-Jackson.” You can also visit the 
foundation’s website, www.ShenandoahAtWar.org  for more information. 
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