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REGULATIONS FOR HOME OCCUPATIONS

Home occupations may be permitted by right, as an accessory use, in zoned districts which allow residential uses,
provided the requirements of this section are met and a Home Occupation Permit has been issued by the Zoning
Administrator's office.  The fee for a Home Occupation Permit is $100.00.

The person conducting the home occupation must be the owner of the dwelling in which the occupation is to be
located or a tenant of the dwelling in which the occupation is to be located.  If the operator is a tenant, written
approval of the owner must be provided.  The home occupation cannot be operated by individuals other than the
owner, a tenant, or members of their family residing in the dwelling.

The home occupation must be clearly incidental or secondary to the use of the dwelling as a residence and shall be
restricted to the dwelling only.  Home occupation activities shall not occupy more than twenty-five (25%) percent
of the living area.  No accessory building shall be constructed or used in conjunction with the home occupation.

The home occupation must not generate any additional traffic beyond what is customary to residential use.  Customers
are not permitted to come to the residence for business.  The exterior of the dwelling must show no evidence of the
attendant home occupation.  There shall be no outside display of products, goods, or commodities in conjunction with
the home occupation.  The use of signs is prohibited.

For the purpose of this application, living area is livable floor space and excludes open porches, stoops, unfinished
attic, and floor area of any accessory building.

Family is defined as one (1) or more persons related by blood, adoption or marriage, living and cooking together as
a single housekeeping unit; or a number of persons, but not exceeding four (4) persons, living and cooking together
as a single housekeeping unit, not related by blood, adoption, or marriage.



SHENANDOAH COUNTY, VIRGINIA
APPLICATION FOR HOME OCCUPATION PERMIT

Date: _________________

(1) The applicant is the ___ owner   ___ tenant. 

(2) Owner: Tenant:  

Name: _____________________________ Name: ______________________________

Address: ___________________________ Address: ____________________________

___________________________________ ____________________________________

___________________________________ ____________________________________

Phone: _____________________________ Phone: _____________________________

(3) This property is designated as tax map number ________________ in the _____________ Magisterial
District. 

(4) Zoning District: _________________________   (5)  Size of Parcel: _________________

(6) Location of Property (Please give exact directions.): ______________________________

________________________________________________________________________

(7) Type of occupation: ________________________________________________________
(Attach a written statement describing the occupation.)

(8) Has a previous application been made for this occupation? _______________ If yes, give date:
____________________

(9) Is the applicant the operator of the home occupation? ___________

(10) How many people other than the applicant will be engaged in the occupation? __________

(11) How many are members of your family*?___________  

(12) How many reside in your dwelling? ___________  

(13) How many off-street parking spaces are provided on the lot? ___________

(14) Total living area* in dwelling: _______________________________________________

(15) Total floor area to be used for home occupation: _________________________________

(16) Will an accessory building be used with this occupation?__________



(17) Will clients or customers come to the residence for business? __________

(18) Will the exterior of the dwelling show any evidence of this occupation? __________

(19) If so, what? ______________________________________________________________

(20) Will there be any outside display of products, goods or commodities? __________

(21)    Will there be any advertising signs? __________

 

I (we) do hereby certify that the above information is true and correct to the best of my (our) knowledge
and that I (we) have read and understand the Regulations for Home Occupations.

Signature of Applicant ___________________________________  Date __________________

Signature of Owner ______________________________________ Date __________________

* - Read “Regulations for Home Occupations” for explanation of these terms.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Office Use Only

Approved _______________  Disapproved _______________

Zoning Administrator __________________________________   Date ____________________  

Permit # ________________  Fee Paid __________________  Receipt # ___________________



HOME OCCUPATION AND HOME BUSINESS COMPARISON CHART

ITEM DESCRIPTION HOME

OCCUPATION

HOME

BUSINESS

LEVEL 1

HOME

BUSINESS

LEVEL 2

1 Allowed as an accessory use in zones: A-1, C-1, R-1,
R-2, R-3

A-1, C-1,
R-1, R-2, R-

3

A-1, C-1, R-
1, R-2, R-3

2 Home Occupation/Business Permit issued by
Zoning Administrator

YES Yes in A-1,
C-1, and R-

1 zones

NO

3 Allowed by Special Use Permit (Issued by Board
of Supervisors)

NO YES, in R-2
and R-3
zones

YES

4 Owner operated or renter operated with owner
approval

YES YES YES

5 Can be operated by people other than family
residing in the dwelling

NO NO NO

6 Number of Employees NONE 2 Maximum More than 2
Possible

7 Off-Street Parking (for multifamily housing, see
Section 165-86(B))

2 spaces per
dwelling unit, no

employees
allowed

2 spaces per
dwelling unit
plus 1 space

per employee

2 spaces per
dwelling unit
plus 1 space

per employee

8 Business area as a percentage of living area,
maximum allowed

25 % 25 % 25 %

9 Use of accessory buildings (i.e. garage, barn,
shed)

NO YES, for
storage of
inventory

only

YES

10 Additional traffic above residents and employees NO NO Possible

11 Customers allowed on site NO NO Possible

12 Business use visible NO NO NO

13 Outside display of Products NO NO NO

14 Signs Allowed NO NO 2 Sq. Feet
Maximum


