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2012 Code Takes Effect

by Michael Dellinger, CBO

On July 14, 2014, the 2012 edition of
the International Codes was placed
into effect for the Commonwealth of
Virginia. This process occurs every
three or so years and does not
include the most current edition of
the International Codes that are
published. This process begins with
code change proposals being
submitted to various committees
thru the Virginia Building Code
Officials Association. These codes
are evaluated for proposed changes
and the committee forwards its
recommendation on to the Virginia
Department of Housing and
Community Development (DHCD).
After numerous public comment
periods, the DHCD  makes
recommendations to the General
Assembly to amend the
Commonwealth’s Building Code.
After this process is completed, the

law is forwarded onto the Governor
for signature.
wondered why the code is three
years old, like Paul  Harvey says,
“That's the rest of the story.”

So If you ever

Did You Know?

Did you know that the building
department performed more than
6,100 inspections last year? That's
a lot of inspections, considering
we cover 6 towns and over 500
square miles of county.
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Code Change Takes Place
On July 14, 2014, the 2012 edition of the International
Codes was placed into effect in the Commonwealth.

Swimming Pools & Spas

Swimming pools and spas are now regulated
independently in a stand-alone section of the code.

Free Code Access

ICC Codes now available to be viewed free of charge.

Construction Coalition
Sign up now for the Shenandoah County Construction
Coalition (SCCC).
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Building Department Mission

The mission of the Building
Department is to protect the health,
safety and welfare of the public by
assuring that all buildings, structures
and related  equipment  are
constructed, installed and maintained
in compliance with the standards
contained within the Virginia Uniform
Statewide Building Code.
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Pools & Spa Changes

by Michael Dellinger, CBO

Swimming Pools and spas are now
regulated independently in a stand-alone
section of the code. Added to the family
of I-Codes is the 2012 International
Swimming Pool and Spa Code (ISPC).
Now you only have to refer to this one
consolidated code for all of the
regulations on these types of structures.
Remember though, as always with the I-
Codes, you may be referred out of this
section and into a different standard for
relevant safety regulations

Shenandoah County Construction Coalition (SCCC)

by Michael Dellinger, CBO

The Shenandoah County Construction Coalition was launched in the spring of this year. It was established to allow the
County staff and the members of the construction community the ability to come together to network and share valuable
information as it pertains to the everyday operations of construction activity in the County. Approximately 30 members of
the community attended the first meeting to talk about storm water regulations that became law on July 1, 2014. At
this time, the County has decided not to buy into being the regulatory agency of this program. Therefore the program is
administered by the VA Department of Environmental Quality. Please contact our office regarding your experiences with
the Commonwealth’s implementation of this new program. Your expectations and experiences will play a major role in
whether the County chooses to assume responsibility for implementing the program at any point in the future.

Free Code Access

by Michael Dellinger, CBO Membership in the Shenandoah County Construction Coalition is free. By
Have you ever wondered what exactly is becoming a member you will be networking with other members of your
written in the code books? Now you can community that work in the same field as you. Membership allows us a
view free of charge all of the  building contact list to send information to regarding upcoming events. If you would
codes enforced by the ~ Commonwealth like to be added to the membership send your information to
of Virginia by going to the following ccopenhaver@shenandoahcountyva.us or call us at 540-459-6185.

website:

http://codes.iccsafe.org/#virginia or find
the link on the Shenandoah County Education & Certification Requirements for Staff

Building Inspections website. The Virginia Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD) is
the agency that oversees the building regulations for the State. Our staff is
required by the Commonwealth to attend classes and earn certifications in
order to administer the code. Following a passing score on a national exam,
each person is required to obtain sixteen hours of continuing education every
two years to remain state certified.
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