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Shenandoah County Appoints Fire and Rescue Chief

Woodstock, Va. – Shenandoah County announces the
appointment of Tim Williams as the county’s fire and
rescue chief.

Williams’ appointment follows the September 1
retirement of Gary Yew, who held the position of fire
and rescue chief since 2002.

Prior to his appointment Williams served Shenandoah
County as the fire and rescue department’s deputy
chief of operations since 2005 and most recently as
interim fire and rescue chief. In addition to his service
to Shenandoah County Fire and Rescue, Williams has
an extensive experience spanning over 40 years in the
fire and rescue field. He has served 34 years as a volunteer with the Strasburg Volunteer Fire
Department, where he held various offices as a member of the department.  In addition to his
volunteer experience, Williams had a 25 year career with Fairfax County Fire and Rescue
Department.  Williams retired with the rank of captain and was last assigned to the McLean
Station, where he served as station commander.

A lifelong resident of Shenandoah County, Williams is a graduate of Strasburg High School.

“I am honored and humbled by this opportunity.  This is the culmination of a lifetime in public
service. Since I was a teenager, I have devoted many years to the fire and rescue service and to
Shenandoah County,” said Williams.
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Williams will oversee a combined fire and rescue department comprised of 42 full time staff
members who, in combination with approximately 300 volunteers, provide full service fire
suppression and emergency medical services to the Shenandoah County community.

He was selected from a pool of 21 applicants.  A review panel comprised of Ms. Mary T. Price,
County Administrator, Mr. Evan Vass, Assistant County Administrator, Mr. Gerald Hawkins,
Edinburg Volunteer Fire Department, Ms. Tarinda Showman, Conicville Volunteer Fire and
Rescue Department and Mr. Larry Shifflett, retired chief of the City of Harrisonburg Fire
Department interviewed six candidates for the position.

“All of the candidates interviewed exhibited a high degree of professional qualifications within
the fire and rescue service.  I am pleased with the outcome and very confident with the selection
of Chief Williams,” said Mary T. Price, County Administrator.

Mr. Williams will assume his duties immediately.  His starting salary will be $78,560.

Shenandoah County Fire and Rescue Facts:

Shenandoah County operates a combined system comprised of 42 full time career fire and rescue
field personnel and an estimated 300 volunteer fire and rescue providers.

There are 11 different volunteer fire and rescue stations throughout the 512 square mile county.

The average call volume for both fire and rescue emergency calls exceeds 12,000 annually.

In addition to fire suppression and emergency medical services the department of fire and rescue
provides fire investigations and code compliance, emergency planning and management, training
coordination and a host of other administrative support functions for the fire and rescue services
in Shenandoah County.
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