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Felony Arrest made for Woodstock Wal-Mart Arson Fire

Woodstock, VA - On July 19, 2016, Woodstock Police Department was dispatched to Wal-Mart (461
West Reservoir Road, Woodstock) for a fire that had been set inside the store.  The fire was noticed by
two patrons who swiftly extinguished the fire. Wal-Mart employees followed up with the patrons’
response and insured the fire had been fully extinguished.

The Shenandoah County Fire Marshal’s Office was requested to investigate the incident.  Upon arrival of
David A. Ferguson, Fire Marshal, a fully involved dumpster fire was noticed located across the interstate
at Hampton Inn (1150 Motel Drive, Woodstock).

Units from Woodstock Volunteer Fire Department, Woodstock Police Department, and Shenandoah
County Fire Marshal’s Office responded to the dumpster fire.

Fire damage was contained to the dumpster involved.  Smoke from the dumpster had entered the
Hampton Inn which prompted the fire alarm to sound and the building to be evacuated.  The building was
rendered safe by the Woodstock Fire Department and hotel guests returned to their rooms.

The dumpster fire had occurred approximately one hour after the first call for service at Wal-Mart.

The fire at Wal-Mart was contained to the hardware department within the store.  At the time of the fire,
the building was occupied by employees and patrons. As a result of the early extinguishment, only
minor fire and smoke damage was noted. No injuries occurred to occupants as a result of the fire.

Wal-Mart was able to remain open, with the hardware section of Wal-Mart being secured by Investigators
for processing of the crime scene.  The hardware section was later opened for use around 06:00 on July
19, 2016.

Investigation resources from Woodstock Police Department, Shenandoah County Sheriff’s Department,
and Shenandoah County Fire Marshal’s Office was deployed for both incidents.
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Approximately 24 hours after the first initial report of the first fire and subsequent investigation,
apprehension was made on Leonard Garris Jr., age 24, of 259 Lakeview Drive, Apartment 1, Woodstock,
Virginia.  Leonard Garris Jr. was charged with maliciously burning or destroying a building while
occupied.  Further charges may be pending as a result of the ongoing investigation.

“The seriousness of the incident could have resulted in major property damage, injury, and/or death.  The
commitment of all Law Enforcement and other agencies to resolve this matter in a timely fashion is to be
commended.  All agencies put in extensive man hours with some personnel remaining engaged
throughout the duration of the investigation to the apprehension of Mr. Garris Jr,” said David Ferguson,
Fire Marshal.

“As with any suspected arson we depend on the assistance of multiple partners and agencies to bring
about a successful investigation.  Their assistance is essential and much appreciate,” said David Ferguson,
Fire Marshal.
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